INSIDE: 

Special: Jim Reeves 
CMA Award Nominees 
The Wright Bros. 
Pinkard & Bowden 


Waylon Jennings 


¥ 


7224610044) »CMOBER VOLUME7 NUMBER6. 





Only $13.50 


for 12 Full Issues! 





Sea ane 6 6.670 @ -6, Blene 6 es 2 o-.8::.0 7s Ss vs 0,078 60-6 6 Oe 6 6 CaS 6 (O18 O'S.'0 2 CeO BD -@ 10: O58 .OVSF® 101 6;,026 02/6 0 16 (Se 0 %.0'.676 "6 <6] 0! Ce“ e'0!'s © 88. ete eo 2/88 C'S O1S 6 UO 6. 0 Ot; 2:00: 6 OC OO. 6 00's 6) SC. FT e's 6 ‘'a)'e © 6 .@'b_© Q:820 ¢ 0. So, 0. 6::8-6-8 Oe. O 6-00 G6 8 6S 6 & 6.6 6 6 e'e eL1e 


Pan © SCO ONOL61) 2 6.70 2B—0—6)0).0 16 1060.8 3,708 © 1020) 8 ere. CFD (0 EO OLE. C CTO. Cae an 6-6 0 BS 6 DS 6.6 6 BB OO? 9 S08 Or Glesre.6 © - 6NEte- 0: 0-6) 856, 6 6S 1G O98; O) OOM Or - Cane, -6-.0) 6 <0), & @ (6208s S56 © B66 Se 6 6 6:6 & SO ALY, Toes CO S &-6-3-E © 9 0107) 24:9 © O.6. B O10:'8 6 6.0 & @ o-e.é 3 


Sinaia: 6 s -o5a @ ae 616 03" 6 6-0 le © 6° s-6—e 0.8 2 6: 2-0 -e-800.-e © (0.6) 0 8 we 6 © OG BU 8=S--6=0- 2 -0:,0 0 67.00 Ole BO) O0Se 2” © 6 E'S 6 055-0 Gd OFS 6. Sle Ss Bp CO) 2 OG O09, © 4 Bigne 8 eT8 _O SC 0 8 6 4S O50 9 © OSS © (0\0_ © 6).c 0 0 '6)'@) © © Di 0.'0@-0"s © 010 & Ge om 0:0: 0 os 6 64's @ @ 0 @ * #2 20=0-s 


Bl amlis 6 614606 .6 done. oc eo ane .e.:e eee. 00 eed Se. 8 Ooms ¢ 6 ots) 6 -6— 6. @ B-'o a e*8-8-4 6.6) 6 0,00, 0 BMG) © 6 616 "STs (5) \6 © 0: ue BS 81 9=6''0-0 ©, 0-0—e @ aie 0a eirere, vial 6 ©. 0 Ries (© 6 6-2 Bele -6—o @—s 6 © ee ae B16 O'6.@ & & dee 6 > eo oe cB 8 o ©) O64 6.6 2's tb 6S 8-4 ' Ow OR aes 


crate. © 0.0; & 6 e7ens te 6°8-. ©: v2 28-8. 2 6) 8 € eo R © 60 6 0 CO e-@ 6-6 Sue (0-8 O93 -re 44,0. 9- 0. & @ O74) 6. 6) 0 8-9-6: 8 0 “Cfo 6 6 6 aw 'S0- 0 6S 8. G0 Ole 6-2 8 tS @ O's) 6 6 0B © ee 8 6 C0 @S7e—2 0 C'e Ss 0.6 2 S'2 © O16 0S e\: G79 6 E10 2-0)\6 co 6 6 fF O"'e6 66 8 e &O 8 6 SHO BRS © ee © 


eo ene, eo 4.0;@ 18" 6,6 8 0 B® O18 16 2-0-0628 © 6-601 6—S- 678, 6 (41-6; 6—Oap (Oe Ste ees 8.482 S 8 6.9 Oe 6) Ce OT Gas. 2 (0.0 S68 #0 OF.0 6 © Oe. oe 2 O08" 6, Ses, 8 5078 6-968 O40, OD . Choe 0 '@ 6 4. as 6_2. as 0.6, 6-36-65 6 Oe 2261.0. 6) 6.6. 8. 06,5 -6.5 6) O86 2-0 eS we eee awe ee 6 Oe eee Oe 


aes’. 6° eo @ S18 © -0./2-6 ¢ 86. © 6 0-0 0—2*4-—@ @ 0-0 O28 De 
Sea ws 6 -6;'e 1a “S'S 0 6 2-2 Be oe 6s ee = Sin ob C Ye 
SGEae, © 56 esc8 ©) 7.6) Oe 2) 06) eo: @; S tS ew w B46) 8 5_'0"8 


Senne. o.6 610, © O28 & © 0.6 S-8- 56 8 £:S-.6, 6 0-6 88:6. G 


6. 6=2%s 9 o— ee) 65a) ele ec: be cee aa. s—e- 6-6 “ere. 2": 8 


& 648), 0. 0B O:n6> @ (6) 6. 6 2716:.8). 05.0 6+ 6 0.0703 +g, 2/8 6 (0 O04 





S1.ereue C20 b, OS 2 6-68-98 -6 ©, -3 2 0-0-6 0-6) 6-4-8) 9-8) ¢:°0 


ES Se ne age 


cS © 9) 00 2 52 £8 Ba a «0.8 e's 6 be & 0 be 6 © 
o:'6-a @-4:6—-6 wee 86-6 « 6—6"5) 6 Qe: @ ae, e 6 a6: 6 0 
eecoecesepeossescveveteseee 866.6 6 6 08 © 
6 8-8-6-s.6 4 @.8-© @ © a © © .814 014.0 © & 06 9 0:9.0-2 





Eres eR ie feces Da gal gate pues at eth Lede sal jer Oa ORS Tale! OT8 TON ole Mer aL O48 6-6 Oa bal ee ariel alae el Wisma el embed) C7 Uo WKS —SCESSCe Sb SE VSO a SAS MUSA OT ENO Oe) ee ee One Tale: 6)s 16 165656 So BESO sale Muss el eie Sie Cl laca Oe kta e 6) a) 6 one w= 5 oles 6-6 Clee’ & ela bbe alee ern 


eudlece. © 6 © od ONG e666 ble Te eo oly, Oe 8" 5 6-60.08) 6 6 <O>e 0 b'<6' © 6-0-0 O-6-"S' 8-9" OND e—e 180, eee: eo elelere 6's" ¢ 6 0-6, 66-056 20-2 0-0. 0-6-6_ 0 (0 S00 6) 8 02)6, BO. 8 2.6 © 64-0. ©0192 a 6. @ @ ane lel e) 6 eré-6o/@ 6 ¢"2 © 96-2 © 66 6 2 \6-'6 6,6 5-0-8 6156 © 00.69 .0)6 8 (e-6 66 8 8068.6 


oe eis 6 Od ce—d 06 6 6 0..0) 6 0— 56-6 9)-6 OO 6: © 4 6. & © (8 0: 8) © 6) 10), CRO. 0 eo 4 ee. a eel g, k056), 50 056, 6 ele 6 Gorn @ 0 e-€ -B¥e), 28) 6 107 69e—8_ 2/0) 6-5 0 6._9-. 6-02 0.8- 68: © @--F,-9=0'-4 66 oO 8: © 6\'a_ 0-60 '8—8- Bs 6 65-8 © we so 6-4-0 6 06 (0-8 OB @ 6 8-0-6 © - 676 0 &-0.4 6 5.0.6 & 6-0 8 Bee e eee e es 
. 


me MAE}. 6-6) 07678 6) 6 6 8-68-54 O- © © 6 0—0— 0 8-8 e 6 8 RIS We eC © 0a 68,025 658: 678 Shes 3; S.9 O19':6 00:05) CFO 20. 6 6 tener 86 2./0-.« Oi5, 8_ 6 | B- 8_S @ 5) Gr e—4) 2-6-6674. 2-079.-07 8) 9; O-9.0-8..0 USS, BF 6_ 6.004 08 6.8. Oe 0:00 6 SS © .B-3xS 6 S6-@ 61 9-0-6 C-m e © Oe UE Oh Cie eeu) O6..6-2 ©716n0 6. oUle 


euiGa | k- 6 ee 6-6 -6.& 4 (074 —0 01.0.6. .8 6:6 20 — 08 8) G70 0:10 [SPOONS tee e 6 0-2-8 0-0 0 656510 6-6-1 OLM3& C'S O18) 6.6.0.8 0-0 w 6-66 616160 4-.67,0-@ 2 6-:6-8—6,1. © 6 2 OLe C.10;,ON8 6 80 > SO 6S O48 2-0 0460 - BOO. 5, ©) 6~6).6.(@ 5 O10 °6-0._.0:'6: 0 0) ©: 0-0. 2) 6-60: B® 61k te: a Se Oe a oe ote és 6 ss 
. 


aia tehincte 6} ¢@ = 42a d= 6 [6:2 10 _ 6-60) 6 6:3 0 LS ee Seth 20 _ S48. 6,69 48 6 6-0-6 0 19S = 4-6 “0-0-6 ete a6 tere 2-86.06 2.:670—6 Oe) 0 086 916 0-¢) 6 e—6)e. @ OF. UO _8-6('0_0 «S16. 6 0 6)'6- 6 6 6/6 6 0-465 0: 6-6 e-e-tlelsi:e_» oe « &:E + 6 6 O° 6 a's 2-¢ @ 80 oes 6 8:6 b-S O:65-0 2 6-6 8 610. BO: 80-6 8.62% 6 Ot 





COUNTRY MUSIC . 


INQUIRER 


Covering the Country and 
Gospel Entertainment World 


PUBLISHER 


Carol Palmer 


EDITOR 
LaWayne Satterfield 


COLUMNISTS 
Peggy Mathis 
Becky Hughes 

Loudilla Johnson 


CONTRIBUTING 
WRITERS 


James Satterwhite 
Bruce Harper 


PHOTOGRAPHER 
Hope Powell 


DIRECTOR OF 


ADVERTISING 
Shay Dinning 


ADVERTISING SALES 


REPRESENTATIVE 
Cherrie Grapes 


ADMINISTRATIVE 
STAFF 
Grace Hall 
Toni Edens 


NATIONAL 


DISTRIBUTION 
Capitol Distributing 


LOCAL 
DISTRIBUTION 
John Palmer 


Jeff Palmer 


ART / DESIGN & 
PRODUCTION 


Bev Lacy 


TYPOGRAPHY 
Little House Graphics, 


Betty Lisk 


The COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER (TN 


USPS 722-570) ISSN 8750-0353) is 
published monthly by CMI News Co., 


1300 Division St., Suite 205, Nashville, TN. 
Second Class Postage Paid Nashville, Tn. 


Postmaster send address changes to: 
1300 Division St., Suite 205, 
Nashville, TN. 37203 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: USA - | year - $13.50 


2 years - $26.00 
Foreign - $26.00 


Country Music Inquirer was founded 


in 1980 by Roy Hall. 





Talent Buyers Seminar 


Registration forms for the 1984 Tal- 
ent Buyers Seminar sponsored by the 
Country Music Association have been 
mailed. 

Last year, the popular three day event 
was attended by nearly 500 promoters, 
buyers, managers, agents and other in- 
dividuals connected with the talent 
industry. This year even more regis- 
trants are expected. 

The theme for the 1984 Seminar is 
‘Perfect Harmony.’’ Keynote speaker 
is George Gallup, president of the 
Gallup Poll, who will speak on ‘“Stay- 
ing In Tune.”’ 

Gallup is respected worldwide for his 
innovative and indepth research tech- 
niques. His presentation will concen- 
trate on the results of a special poll con- 
ducted expressly for the entertainment 
industry. 

Covering trends, lifestyles and leisure 
activities, the poll results are tailored 
to benefit all Talent Buyers Seminar 
registrants. It is expected to have a def- 
inite impact on the live entertainment 
business. 

In addition to the keynote address, 
the CMA will offer an artist panel, mar- 
keting clinic, discussion groups and 
showcases to the participants. “Hitting 
the High Notes” artist panel will focus 
On positive interaction between the 
country music artist, buyer, seller and 


manager. ‘*Tootin’ Your Own Horn” 


marketing clinic will focus on methods 
of successful promotion of live shows. 
‘A Cappella’? discussion groups will 
center around one-on-one discussions 
with members of the industry, exploring 
all aspects of buying and selling talent. 

In addition to the informative seminar 
sessions, six hours of live country music 
performances will highlight this year’s 
event. Three showcase sessions will be 
performed at the Tennessee Performing 
Arts Center. 


(continued on Page 5) 











CMA Award Nominees 


Finalists for the coveted Country Music Association Awards have been an- 
nounced by Jo Walker-Meador, CMA Executive Director. . 

The 18th Annual CMA Awards Show, hosted by Kenny Rogers, will be tele- 
cast live from the Grand Ole Opry House on CBS-TV, Monday, October 8th at 
8:30 CDT. Kraft is sponsor of the show which is produced by Bob Precht for 
Sullivan Productions and directed by Walter Miller. Irving Waugh is executive 


producer for CMA. 


For the second year, a stereo radio simulcast of the show will be satellite de- 
livered by the Mutual Broadcasting System. 
' The CMA Awards are voted solely by CMA’s 7,500 individual members, each 
of whom is a music industry professional. The voting consists of three ballots: the 
first to determine nominees; the second to determine finalists; the third to select 


winners. 


The entire balloting process is conducted by the international accounting firm 


of Deloitte Haskins and Sells. 


The finalists in 11 awards categories are: Z 


EAA EE ET EEE 
-Opryland Creates TV 
Syndication Division 

Opryland USA Inc. has created a new 
division, Gaylord Syndicom, which will 
develop television shows for broadcast 
syndication. 

Jane Dowden Grams, a veteran of 
more than 20 years in the television 
industry, has joined Opryland USA Inc. 
as a vice president and will direct Gay- 
lord Syndicom. 

Gaylord Syndicom is the newest com- 
ponent of Gaylord Broadcasting Co., 
Opryland USA Inc.’s parent firm. Gay- 
lord Broadcasting is the nation’s largest 
privately-held broadcasting company. 

Announcement of Gaylord Syndicom 
was made by Tom Griscom, senior vice 
president-broadcasting at Opryland 
USA Inc. 

(continued on Page 5) 
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SINGLE OF THE YEAR: “A Little 
Good News’’, Anne Murray, Capitol; 
“Holding Her And Loving You’’, Earl 
Thomas Conley, RCA; ‘Islands In The 
Stream’’, Kenny Rogers and Dolly Par- 
ton, RCA; “Mama He’s Crazy’’, The 
Judds (Wynonna & Naomi), RCA; ‘'To 
All The Girls I’ve Loved Before’, Julio 
Inglesias and Willie Nelson, Columbia. 


Album of the Year: 

“A Little Good News’’, Anne Murray, 
Capitol; “Don’t Cheat In Our Home- 
town”, Ricky Scaggs, Epic/Sugarhill; 
“Right Or Wrong’’, George Strait, 
MCA; “Roll On’’, Alabama, RCA; 
“That’s The Way Love Goes’’, Merle 
Haggard, Epic. 

(continued on Page 5) 


LeRoy Van Dyke 


Sedalia Missouri’s own country music 
star, Leroy Van Dyke, is scheduled for a 
reunion with the Sedalia Symphony this 
fall, as guest soloist for its 50th Anni- 
versary Concert on October 29. 

Van Dyke’s previous appearance with 
the symphony was 25 years ago in 1959, 
when his self-penned million-seller, 
“The Auctioneer,’ had thrust him to 
the forefront of the entertainment world 
and he was invited to participate in the 
orchestra’s 25th Anniversary Concert. | 

‘Both the symphony and Leroy have 
done Sedalia proud over the years, and 
their combined talents will offer a nat- 
ural and fitting commemoration of their 
musical achievement,”’ said a spokes- 
man. 


Volunteer Jam ’85 On Cable TV 


The Delta Demon 


‘“We have a hit on our hands.” 

That was the one-sentence evaluation 
the general manager of Opryland made 
as the Screamin’ Delta Demon, the 
theme park’s new $3.7 million family 
thrill ride, completed its first month of 
operation. 

The innovative bobsled-like thrill ride 
opened in mid-June, and 177,294 peo- 
ple challenged the Screamin’ Delta 
Demon over the next four weeks. The 
busiest single day was Sunday, July 8, 
when 9,317 people rode. 

“The Screamin’ Delta Demon is a 
totally new design in the thrill ride 
industry, and that certainly accounts 
for some of the appeal. The design of the 
ride didn’t even exist a year ago, so it 
is something new for thrill-seekers to 
try,’ said Opryland general manager 
Julio Pierpaoli. 

The Screamin’ Delta Demon is 
similar to a bobsled run--minus the ice. 
The ride’s route is a gigantic, serpentine 
chute winding high above a marshy, 
tree-filled ravine behind the theme 
park’s New Orleans area. The riders’ 
screams drift down a creek bed toward 
the nearby Cumberland River. The loca- 
tion. ties in directly with the ride’s 
theme--a theme that conjures up the 
eeriness of Louisiana’s Cajun bayou 
country. 

Inspiration for the Screamin’ Delta 


Demon came from--of all places-- 


~* 


Switzerland. Intamin, a ride design and 
manufacturing firm based in Bern, 
developed the Demon. 


(continued on Page 13) 


Dolly & Sylvester: 
Footprints In Walkway 
of Stars 


Dolly Parton, along with ‘‘Rhine- 
stone’’ co-star Sylvester Stallone, were 
honored with stars on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame on Hollywood Blvd. The 
event marked the first time that two 
stars have ever been awarded during the 
same ceremony. 

Parton and Stallone greeted the 
throngs of fans gathered in front of the 
Egyptian Theatre where their stars are 
located, representing the 1,780 and 
1,781st stars presented by the Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce. Johnny 
Grant, new chairman of the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame and Honorary Mayor of 
Hollywood emceed the event which was 
sponsored by KIIS-FM Radio. 

Additionally, mayor Tom Bradley 
declared ‘‘Dolly Parton and Sylvester 
Stallone Day’’ in Los Angeles in a pro- 
clamation presented to the two stars by 
his representative Ron Lamb. To cap off 
the festivities, Councilwoman Peggy 
Stevenson presented Parton and Stal- 
lone with a city council resolution 
honoring the two stars by all members of 
the Los Angeles City Council. . 


; 


Volunteer Jam (TM), The Charlie 
Daniels Bands’ annual concert extrava- 
ganza, will now be available to the na- 
tion’s 30 million cable subscribers 
under the terms of a national broadcast 
agreement reached between show pro- 
ducers Sound Seventy Productions, 
Inc., and ConcerTView, a division of 
Sports View Co., a Nashville-based pay 
per view cable program distributor. 

Volunteer Jam XI, scheduled for Feb- 
ruary 2, 1985, at the 9,900 seat Munici- 
pal Auditorium here, will become a 
made for cable live special available ex- 
clusively to cable system operators and 
pay-I V subscribers. All or part of the 
programming will be made available, 
through cable operators, to local FM 
broadcasters for stereo simulcast. 

According to ConcerTView Vice 
President of Marketing Walter Heeney, 
‘Volunteer Jam will become the longest 
continuous broadcast of a concert ever, 
and only the third musical event ever 
offered pay-TV subscribers. It is pre- 
ceded as a pay-TV special event by the 
very successful Rolling Stones live 


cablecast in 1981, and The Who con-- 


cert in 1982.” 

“While the Stones and The Who con- 
certs were made available only through 
addressable systems primarily on the 
West Coast,’’ Heeney said, ‘tour Volun- 
teer Jam signal will be available to all 


, 


systems through our ‘electric ticket 


equipment, which makes all systems — 


addressable.”’ 

“Those on addressable systems need 
only sign up with their participating 
cable system,’’ Heeney said. ‘Those on 
non-addressable systems need the ex- 
clusive ConcerTView ticket and 
TickeT Viewer, which will be available 
from cable operators and through area 
convenience stores. The TickeT Viewer 
is a hand size box which connects to the 
subscriber’s television set. The ‘electric 
ticket’ is punched into the TickeT- 
Viewer to descramble the picture.” 

‘Format of the concert will remain in 
the Jam tradition,’’ said Sound Seventy 
President Joseph E. Sullivan, who is also 
Daniels’ manager. “The CDB will 
present their full concert set followed 
by appearances from an extensive roster 
of surprise musical guests. As before, 
music will range through all genres, with 
some artists joining The CDB and others 
playing short sets.”’ 

‘Cameras will be in the audience, on- 
stage, and backstage to capture the entire 
feel and ambiance of this unique con- 
temporary music festival,’’ Heeney said. 
“We will take commercial breaks be- 


'tween sets and performances will not 


Taking time out for a break during the filming of ‘Album Flash” are, from left, 


be interrupted.”’ 


(continued on Page 13) 





David Hogan, writer/director; actor Robert Duvall, singer Johnny Cash, Waylon and 
John Ware, Sea Brite Productions. 


Waylon Bares “Soul” On Cinemax 


Album Flash 


An intimate yet humorous personal 
and musical portrait of RCA recording 
artist Waylon Jennings recently aired as 
Cinemax ‘‘Album Flash.’’’ 

Jennings, along with “Tender Mer- 
cies’? star Robert Duvall; appeared in 
five videos of songs from his current 
album, ‘‘Never Could Toe The Mark.”’ 
In between the songs, he discussed his 


7 : > - a & 2. .6-ore oe 


performing career and his personal life 
with his ‘‘psychiatrist,’’ played by 
Duvall. 

Johnny Cash and Jennings’ wife Jessie 
Colter also made cameo appearances in 
the half-hour program. 

David Hogan, known for his produc- 


(continued on Page 10) 
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Brenda Lee Recipient 
of NARAS Award 


Multi-talented entertainer Brenda 
Lee, known to millions as ‘‘Miss Dyna- 
mite,”’ has been selected as the recipient 
of a special Governors’ Award, pre- 
sented by the Nashville Chapter of the 
National Academy of Recording Arts 
and Sciences (NARAS). 

The Governor’s Award was formally 
presented at a banquet in the Centennial 
Ballroom of the Vanderbilt Plaza Hotel 
recently. 

Duane Allen of the Oak Ridge Boys 
served as chairman of the event. Allen 
announced at a press conference Tues- 
day (July 24) that the banquet has been 
titled ‘Tribute To A Legend.” 

Tickets to the banquet and the unique 
evening of entertainment were $75, with 
proceeds going to benefit the scholar- 
ship fund of the Nashville Chapter of 
NARAS. 

Entertainment with tributes by the 
Oak Ridge Boys, the Statler Brothers 
and other special friends of Brenda’s 
from throughout the entertainment 
world, was presented. 


(continued on Page 23) 


The Record Game 
Teaches Music Industry 


The Nashville-based company, Re- 
cord Game, Inc., has announced the 
release of The Record Game, a deluxe 
simulation boardgame which challenges 
players to produce hit records and big 
profits in the music industry. 

The Record Game is described as an 
entertaining and educational adult 
strategy game for two to four players. 
Players are taken into the recording 
studio, on the road with recording acts, | 
into the record stores and radio stations 
in the pursuit of fame and fortune. Play- 
ers receive a four million dollar loan to 
pursue their recording industry ambi- 
tions—in production, publishing, pro- 
motion, management and on-stage. The 
player who makes the most money, or 
loses the least, wins The Record Game. 

Entertainer Kenny Rogers calls The 
Record Game ‘‘The most comprehen- 
sive and authentic game about the music 
industry.’’ Over 5,000 inquiries about 
the game have been received since the 
April, 1984, announcement was made 
about the licensing agreement between 
Rogers and Record Game, Inc. 

The game, which is being marketed to 
toy and game stores, record stores, 
bookstores, and other retail outlets 
worldwide, is expected to reach sales of 
over 150,000 units in the first six 
months of production, according to 
projections by Record Game, Inc. Presi- 
dent, Roy Sinkovich. Figures are based 
on six months of market research and 
test marketing conducted prior to the 
game’s release. . 

(continued on Page 23) 
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Opryland 


(continued from Page 3) 


Mrs. Grams sees a strong market for 
the shows Gaylord Syndicom will 
develop and cites her own parent com- 
pany as an example. 


‘Gaylord Syndicom is involved in the 
development and distribution of pro- 
grams for all phases of the television 
industry. We already are talking with 
producers across the country about 
various programming ideas. There is an 
immediate search for situation comedies 
and game shows,”’ Mrs Grams said. 


“Gaylord Broadcasting Co. has seven 
television stations in the top 35 mar- 
kets across the United States, and five 
of them are independently programmed. 
As acompany, Gaylord Broadcasting it- 
self is very interested in independent 
programs, and Gaylord Syndicom is 


abundantly aware that there are other 
broadcasting companies with similar 
needs,”’ she said. 

Gaylord Syndicom will work in vari- 
ous ways to develop programming for 
syndication. Possibilities include pro- 
ducing shows itself; being a majority or 
minority co-producer; and arranging 
syndication packages. 

Mrs. Grams began her career at Nash- 
ville’s first television station, WSM 
(now WSMV), in 1951. She later was 
vice president for media at Noble Dury 
& Associates in Nashville and was 
recognized as one of the outstanding 
media buyers in the South. 

In 1965, Mrs. Grams helped establish 
and became president of Show Biz Inc., 
a pioneer in the field of syndicated coun- 
try music programming. Show Biz 
developed shows such as ‘The Porter 


Wagoner Show,”’ ‘‘The Bobby Golds- 
boro Show” and ‘‘Pop Goes the Coun- 
try’’ and at one time was described as 


“the General Motors of country music Your Own Horn.” The evening will be 


television.”’ 

“The entertainment and communi- 
cations facilities at Opryland USA 
offer the finest possible foundation for 
launching this new syndication and 
communications division. There simply 
are no limits,’’ Mrs. Grams said.@ 


Talent Buyers 


(continued from Page 3) 


The schedule for the seminar is: Fri- 
day, October 5: 10 a.m.-4 p.m., regis- 
tration; 7 p.m. ICMBA/NATD Spec- 
tacular. Saturday, October 6, 9 a.m.- 
9:15 a.m. Welcoming remarks; 9:15 
a.m.-10:30 a.m. Keynote address, 
“Staying In Tune;” 10:45 a.m.-11:45 
a.m.: ‘Hitting The High Notes,’ a panel 
discussion composed of country artists. 

Saturday afternoon’s seminar will 
include a marketing clinic, ‘‘Tootin’ 
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“NIGHT TIME NASHVILLE” 


Music City’s newest and most 
innovative weekly talk show. 
Recorded for distribution to National 
Cable Networks. Produced by... 
ADVANCED Se PRODUCTIONS 
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VALUE 8) * Convenlent Location to 
Te Music Row, Downtown 
- Roepelng, Historic Altrac- 

Opryland U.S.A. 
@) © 285 Oversized Rooms 
o * 2 Restaurants, Lounge With 

Live Entertainm ment 

be © Outdoor Pool 


Broadway at Tenth 
Nashville, TN 
244-0150 
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This certificate is valid for a 
50% Discount off deluxe king 
or double room rate (Subject 
to availability except during 
certain special events.) 


Valid Any Day 

Call Direct 615-244-0150 
, (Do Not Use Toll Free 
L@;,:: Reservations) 






50% 
SAVINGS 










devoted to showcases and dinner. Sun- 
day’s highlights include discussions 
and a third showcase capped off by the 
annual Amusement Business Party. 

Registration is open to everyone. 
However, members of the Talent Buyers 
Association received a _ discounted 
registration fee. 

Registration forms may be obtained 
by writing to the Talent Buyers Seminar, 
Country Music Association, P.O. Box 
22299, Nashville, Tn., 37202 or by 
calling the CMA. 


CMA Nominees 


(continued from Page 3) 


Song of the Year: 

"A Little Good News’’, Rory Bourke/ 
Charlie Black, Tommy Rocco, Chappell 
Music, Bibo Music Publishers, ‘‘God 
Bless The USA’’, Lee Greenwood, Syca- 
more Valley Music, Music Corp. of 
America; ‘Islands In The Stream’’, 
Robin Gibb, Barry Gibb, Maurice Gibb, 
Gibb Brothers Music; ‘‘To All The Girls 
I’ve Loved Before’’, Albert Hammond, 
Hal David, April/Casa/David; ‘‘Wind 
Beneath My Wings”, Jeff Silbar/Larry 
Henley, Warner House of Music. 


Entertainer of the Year: 

Alabama, Lee Greenwood, Barbara 
Mandrell, Ronnie Milsap, The Oak 
Ridge Boys. 


Male Vocalist of the Year: 
Lee Greenwood, Merle Haggard, Gary 
Morris, Ricky Skaggs, George Strait. 


Vocal Group of the Year: 
Alabama, Exile, The Judds (Wynonna 
& Naomi), The Oak Ridge Boys, The 


_Statlers. 


Instrumental Group of the Year: 
Alabama, Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, Ricky 
Skages’ Band, The Oaks’ Band. 


Horizon Award: 

Deborah Allen, Earl Thomas ce 
Vern Gosdin, The Judds (Wynonna & 
Naomi), Michael Martin Murphey. 


Female Vocalist of the Year: 

Janie Fricke, Emmylou Harris, Barbara 
Mandrell, Reba McEntire, Anne 
Murray. 


Vocal Duo of the Year: 

Moe Bandy & Joe Stampley, Julio 
Iglesias & Willie Nelson, Barbara Man- 
drell & Lee Greenwood, Kenny Rogers 
& Dolly Parton, Don Williams & 
Emmylou Harris. 


Instrumentalist of the Year: 
Chet Atkins, Roy Clark, Floyd Cramer, 
Hargus ‘‘Pig’’ Robbins, Charlie McCoy. 


Another highlight of the awards show 
is the induction into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame. Final nominees and win- 
ners are selected by a panel of 200 elec- 
tors who are all industry veterans. 

Finalists for 1984 are: Open Cate- 
gory: Rod Brasfield, Elton Britt, Flatt& 
Scruggs, Tennessee Ernie Ford, John 
Lair, Floyd Tillman. Deceased Non- 
Performer Category: Oscar Davis, 
Ralph Peer, Vito Pellettieri, Jack Stapp, 
Harry Stone.@ 
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Q) crober is country music month and 
it is always exciting for everyone in 
country music. The Country Music 
Association Awards are presented, as 
well as publishing and writer awards 
from BMI, ASCAP and SESAC. 

The highlight of October is the Grand 
Ole Opry Birthday celebration which is 
a week long. It begins with the Nashville 
Songwriters Association International 
Awards on Sunday night and continues 
through Saturday night when the big 
Grand Ole Opry Birthday cake is rolled 
on stage of the Opry and cut. 

From the beginning to the end, it is 
exciting and there is some event sched- 
uled for all hours. Hospitality booths are 
set up to welcome the country music 
disc jockeys since this is their week, too. 

Everybody who is anybody is in town 
for the festivities. The artists all take 
advantage of the week to meet and talk 
with DJs, especially during the DJ Tape 
Sessions. We look forward to seeing 
everyone during the Grand Ole Opry 
Birthday Celebration and DJ Conven- 
tion, which is to be held October 8- 
13th. 

Larry. Gatlin is revealing another 
side of his talented self. He has just com- 


pleted filming of a dramatic role for the - 


television series, “Hardcastle and Mc- 
Cormick” which is seen on ABC-TV. 
He does a little acting and a little singing 
on the show. (Check your local papers 
for times in your area.) 

Congratulations are in order for 
RCA’s Earl Thomas Conley. He be- 
came the first artist in history to have 
four number one singles pulled from 
one album! The songs were ‘Your 
Love’s On The Line,” ‘Holding Her 
and Loving You,” “‘Don’t Make It Easy 
For Me,”’ and “Angel In Disguise.”’ 

Those songs came from his album, 
‘Don’t Make It Easy For Me.’”? RCA 
threw a party in his honor and presented 
him with a commemorative plaque. All 
songs were produced by Nelson 
Larkin. This is quite an honor for Nel- 
son, too. 

Tammy Wynette is quite a trooper. 
Seems that she is so conscientious about 
her appearances that she performed for 
the Olympics gala with a severe throat 
infection. Immediately following the 
television special she had to be admitted 
to the hospital in L.A. 

Jerry Lee Lewis is working all his 
dates, despite a broken leg. The accident 
occurred when Jerry Lee fell off a jet ski 
while skiing on a lake near his home. 

Warner Brothers Records recently 
saluted Hank Williams Jr., with a 
special luncheon to celebrate his album 
“Man Of Steel” going gold, at the 
World’s End in Nashville. 

Tommy Overstreet had to cancel 
his summer fair dates because of ex- 
haustion. 
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scene 


Earl Thomas Conley, dark glasses, is flanked by key men during his party honoring the four number one singles taken from his album, 





“Don’t Make It Easy For Me”. Shown from left, are Joe Galante, RCA executive vice president; songwriter Randy Scruggs, (who had 
several songs on the LP) Conley, and producer Nelson Larkin. 
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Loretta Lynn is out of the hospital 
after suffering from her bout with ex- 
haustion. This column’s sympathy to 
Loretta and her family on the death of 
her son, Jack, who accidentally drowned 
while riding his horse near the family’s 
Hurricane Mills home. Sources close to 
Loretta told us that the singer “knew” 
that tragedy was going to strike her fam- 
ily. She is very psychic. Could this have 
been the real reason for her collapse??? 

Loretta and George Jones were in 


' the studio recently cutting a tune for 


George's forthcoming album, ‘Ladies 
Choice.”’ Singer Leona Williams is 
another one of the ladies who will ap- 
pear on the LP. 

Darrell Clanton recently returned 
from New Zealand where he appeared 
on the national television show, ‘“‘That’s 
Country.”’ 

Famed ‘‘Hee-Haw” star Archie 
Campbell said the second season of his 
Archie Campbell Village in Pigeon 
Forge, near Gatlinburg, Tn., surpassed 
the attendance record last year. 

Zella Lehr, Compleat Records 
artist, headlined at the Nugget in Reno. 

Helen Cornelius is a happy song- 
writer these days. Her song, “Being A 
Fool Again’”’ has been recorded by Reba 
McEntire on MCA. Could it be her 
next single??? 

Talk about celebrating your birthday! 
Tom T. Hall and wife, Dixie, have 
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birthdays that follow each other. The 
couple celebrate from midnight of his to 
midnight of hers. 

The most unusual gift Dixie ever gave 
Tom T. was a buffalo. Unfortunately, it 
died before it ever reached their Wil- 
liamson Country farm. Incidentally, 
Tom T. and Jerry Kennedy re-teamed 


for the Storyteller’s latest album, ‘‘Nat- 


ural Dreams”’ on PolyGram. Tom wrote 
all but two of the songs on the album. 


Vivacious Barbara Mandrell has 
just cut a Christmas album. The record- 
ing was done at Woodland Sound Stu- 
dios where Barbara has cut almost all of 
her hits. 

Talented superstar Ronnie Milsap 
has done it again! He just became the 
first country act to be accepted on MTV. 
His video of “She Loves My Car,” 
which is a cut from his new album, will 


be seen on the music cable network. 
; 


MCA’s Lee Greenwood appeared 
last month on the syndicated television 
show, “Pat Boone USA.” Work is 
progressing nicely on Lee’s new office/ 
penthouse complex in the heart of 
Music Row. 

An exciting new act will be opening 
all of Lee’s shows next year. Several 
major labels are trying to sign the new 
group put together by music exec Mike 
Smith. More on this later, but remem- 
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Superstar act Alabama will have a 
song, “Rock On The Bayou” on the 
soundtrack of the new movie, “River — 
Rat.’’ It stars Tommy Lee Jones. 

Ricky Skaggs’ new LP, ‘Country 
Boy,’’ will have none other than the 
Bluegrass king himself, Bill Monroe, 
appearing on it. 

Mickey Gilley and Janie Fricke 
were the first artists to put their prints 
into cement at the Riveria Hotel in Las 
Vegas. 


Sandy Pinkard is the tecipient of 
this month’s award for the most out- 
rageous road horror story. 

Pinkard and Bowden and The 
Judds were returning from a showcase 
at Billy Bob’s in Ft. Worth, Tx., when 
their bus pulled into a truck stop near 
Little Rock. The driver thought that all 
of the occupants were asleep in their 
partitioned berths so he got off the bus 
for some coffee. 

Seems that Sandy woke up and got off 
to join the driver inside. When he went 
in, he couldn’t find the driver. He went 
outside and couldn’t find the bus. The 
driver and bus had left, headed for 
Memphis and on to Nashville. 

Some five hours later near Memphis, 


it was discovered that Sandy wasn’t on 


the bus. In the meantime, Sandy had 
been setting up a network of rides, via 
the CB radio, with truckers who were 
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delighted to assist him in getting to the 
bus on which the beautiful Judds were 
riding. 

At one point, while at a roadside pay 
phone, Sandy saw the bus pass on the 
highway which made him even more 
determined to beat the bus to Nashville. 
Sandy and the bus finally got together in 
Memphis. 

In preparation of their 25th year in 
show business, The Osmond Brothers 
are arranging a carribean cruise aboard 
the S.S. Norway. The December cruise 
will feature the brothers in two concerts 
which will be taped for future broadcast 
use. 

Kenny Rogers has sold his L.A. 
mansion for a cool $20 million. The 
original purchase price was $14 million, 
but he has spent more money fixing it 
up. It was bought by movie executive 
Marvin Davis. 

Crystal Gayle has found that some 
fun does come in pairs, by teaming with 
some famous partners recently. She 
appeared with Sammy Davis Jr., at 
Harrah’s Plaza Hotel in Atlantic City and 
with Eddie Rabbit at the Universal 
Amphitheater in L.A. 

Did you see the beautiful spread on 
Crystal and her daughter, Catherine 
Claire Gatzimos, in the September 
issue of McCalls? The story is on the 
benefits new mothers can enjoy by exer- 


cising with their little ones. 


Another famous mother-daughter 
team, Shelly West and daughter, Tess 
Marie, have taped a series of television Porter Wagoner and Ralph Emery converse with singer Gene Watson during the Nashville Network show, “Nashville Now”, when 


spots for WSM Medes The “Hello both entertainers appeared. Porter was accompanied by his all girl band. 
Nashville’? campaign features little Tess 
Marie in her first speaking role. 











‘ 


AMI Records artist Jimmy Lee Huff, left, goes over the last minute details in his recording session with Sybil Daniel, his manager and Jack Eubanks, producer. Huff's new single, 


“Ball and Chain” is an uptempo song which shows the style of the young Texas singer. He came off the national charts with his last single, “Eve’s Dropping Adam”. 
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COUNTRY TURQUOISE 


“This collection of the 
one piece at a time 
buckle, hat tack & 
pendani is the 1st series 
ever made!” 





FACTS about 1923 Mandolin: It is 
Bill Monroe’s favorite mandolin. 
He bought it from a barber shop in 
Miami, FL. Bill has been offered 
$40,000 for it! 


Buckles, hat tacks and pendants 
for men and ladies are crafted with 
from a non-tarnishable zinc alloy, 
highly polished to a silver luster & 
inlayed with genuine turquoise. 





—JUNE CARTER CASH 


Bill Monroe proudly shows off 


Pictured here is June Carter his COUNTRY TURQUOISE! 


Cash holding 2 collector 
buckles. Notice that the 





(BELOW, LEFT) This exceptional Bills 1923 Mandolin 


buckle in her right hand is the , 
“One Piece At A Time” belt buckle of Bill Monroe is a Pendant 
buckle. collector’s dream. Inlayed with $6.50 ea. 





genuine turquoise. Chain Included 
































One Piece 7 
Pendant 2) 
: 4 
z $6.50 i 
ze 
Both 
“ith 
— i — = genuine BILL 
displayed in the JOHNNY wae MONROE 
CASH MUSEUM. Itis inlayed sine 
with genuine turquoise. One Piece Buckle Bills 1923 Mandolin BACK 
Reg. $19.95 NOW $14, 95 Hat tack Special otter 914.95 Hat Tack $5.95 ea, sits 1022 mando a 


All items larger than shown here. 






$5.95 MORE FROM COUNTRY TUR 


$8.98 Value 
FREE! 


With any purchase of $10.00 or 
more, JAMES MARVELL, the 
multi-talented, creative designer 
of this jewelry will mail you FREE 
of charge his new cassette featu- 
ring a live performance straight 
from the Ernest Tubb Midnight 
Jamboree! This cassette tape 
also features his million-seller, 
“Love Can Make You Happy.” 






Genuine Turquoise 
Quality Guaranteed 


PRICE LIST 


One Piece At At Time Buckle 14.95 
One Piece At A Time Pendant 6.50 
One Piece At A Time Hat Tack 5.95 
Bill Monroe Buckle 14.95 
Bills 1923 Mandolin Pendant — 6.50 
Bills 1923 Mandolin Hat Tack — 5.95 
Ladies Turquoise Earrings Reg. 12.95 
to 14.95 NOW 6.50 
Mens’s Watch Bands Catalog #’s W33, 
W35, W43, W37, W42. Reg. 34.95 
NOW 14.95 
Ladies Watch Bands catalog #’s W34, 


W36, W38, W39, W40, W41 
Reg. 22.50 NOW 12.95 


Expansion Bands included with all watch 
band prices (example W37, W38) 

Watch Bands & Earrings are inlayed with 
both turquoise and corral. 

ie dangle earrings have surgical steel 
wires. 






















ITEM DESCRIPTION & # HOW MANY PRICE 


TOTAL ALL CHECKS AND MONEY ORDERS MUST BE MADE 
PAYABLE TO: “Country Turquoise, Inc.” 


ALL OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD $3.00 
for Postage & Handling 
USA ORDERS PLEASE ADD $2.00 for Postage & Handling 














VISA or MASTERCARD # 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Exp. Date Signature 
























THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER! 
MAIL ALL ORDERS TO: 
COUNTRY TURQUOISE, BOX 1135, Hendersonville, TN 37077 © (615) 824-7121 or 824-1131 
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DESIGNS BY JAMES MARVELL 
CONCEPTS BY CONNIE CHAPMAN 
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Spotlighting... 


(continued from Page 7) 

How would you like to have a new 
home complete with your own private 
gymnasium and fully equipped observa- 
tory? Well, Eddie Rabbit will, just as 


soon as construction is completed on his 


new home. He hopes to have it done by’ 


the first of the year. 

Ray Price is currently being featured 
on Western Airlines in-flight ‘'Music 
In The Air” program. 

Gary Morris’ recent top ten single, 
‘Between Two Fires,’’ was somewhat 
recognized this summer at the Memphis 
Cotton Festival. After performing in 
concert, Gary caught some of Berlin, a 
Geffen pop act. 

Not long after the show began, Gary 
noticed that the back wall of the stage 
was ablaze. He wasted little time in 
running on stage to assist lead singer 
Terri Nunn out of the area. Terri is 
now a true fan of Gary’s. 

After finishing up some Florida dates 
with George Jones, John Anderson 
will join Jones for a four day cruise to 
the Bahamas aboard the S.S. Emerald 
Seas. 

It seems that last year the two took a 
cruise for relaxation, but were soon dis- 
covered by the passengers and asked to 
perform. They did to the delight of the 
people on board. 

The cruise line got so many letters 
about the performance, they have 
booked John and George for a concert 
aboard the ship which leaves port 
December 3 and returns December 10. 
It is open to the public. Make your 
reservations now. 





‘dates with Vern Gosdin, Johnny Rod- 


RCA artist Eddy Raven chats backstage with Dance Fever host Deney Terrio following 
Eddy’s appearance on the show. Eddy performed his number one single, ‘I Got Mexico” 
and was also a guest judge. “I Could Use Another You” is currently climbing its was up 
the country charts. Both singles are from his first RCA album, “I Could Use Another You.” 


Tom Jones debuted his single, ‘All 
The Love Is On The Radio” (taken from 
his album) on the Miss Universe Pag- 
eant. 


Kathy Mattea has been working 


riguez, Don Williams and B. J. 
Thomas in support of her album. 
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Leona Williams’ new single, ‘It’s 
Cold In California’”’ is getting a lot of 
attention. Incidentally, Leona will be 
joining George Jones and John Ander- 
son on that cruise we told you about 
earlier. 

Did you know that Leona is the only 
woman artist to ever record an album in 
a prison??? In 1976, she recorded ‘‘San 
Quentin’s First Lady’’ at the prison. 
How’s that fora little quiz, country trivia 
buffs?? 

Jeannie Kendall and her husband, 


Mack, have converted their two car 


garage into a closet to accommodate 


Jeannie’s extensive wardrobe of hats, 
boots, shoes and dresses as well as some 
exercise equipment. 

Jimmy Lee Huff has been in the 
studio recently under the direction of 
top independent producer Jack Eu- 
banks. Jimmy Lee is one of the nicest 
young artists in country music. His road 
show is going so well that he and his 
band have just about set up housekeep- 
ing on their new Silver Eagle bus. 

Be sure and catch the story on the 
Statlers in the Saturday Evening Post 
that just came out. 

Until we meet again next month, hold 
a good thought, be kind to yourself, give 
someone a smile and remember, “I will 
be spotlighting the country just for 


you.” 
a? 


October is Country 
Music Month! 











CASSETTE AND EIGHT TRACK MANUFACTURING 


COVER DESIGN — LP & 45 PRESSING © 


CRT offers complete custom packaging on all orders. 


Jackets, record label or tape labels designed by our complete, in- 
house art department. 


Quality, customer service, expediency and close personal attention are 
guaranteed in the manufacturing of your order. 


Take advantage of what Nashville has to offer! Producer, studios, 
musicians and singers. 


CRT’s pficing is very competitive in the custom market. We strive to 
keep our prices as low as possible, maintaining the highest quality. 


CRT is committed to provide the best services. Our customers deserve 
and expect no less. 


Call for personal quote today our TOLL FREE NUMBER 1-800-453-2533 
In Tennessee call (615) 320-0517 © 320-1115 © 320-1270 
or write 


CRT, CUSTOM RECORDS & TAPES, INC. © 4800 TENNESSEE AVE. © NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37209-2238 





T Custom Records & Tapes wc. 
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Changes in record labels and artists on 
the move with booking agencies have 
resulted in a flurry of activities recently 
in Nashville’s music community. 

Penning recording contracts with 
MCA Records are Dukes of Hazzard 
co-star John Schneider, Lynn Ander- 
son and Razzy Bailey. The label will 
also be releasing an album this month 
on new artist for the company, Ray 
Stevens. 

Over at RCA new contracts for re- 
cording have been signed on Hillary 
Kanter, Ed Bruce, Gail Davies and 
Keith Whitley. | 

Keith Stegall has signed a recording 
contract with Epic Records. 

Top Billing International has 
signed booking agreements with Grand 
Ole Opry star Lorrie Morgan, saxo- 
phone whiz Ace Cannon, and The 
Wright Brothers. 

MCA’s Jerry Clower has just signed 
a contract to serve as corporate spokes- 
man for the nationally franchised 
Sonny’s Real Pit Barbeque. Accord- 
ing to Tandy Rice, Clower’s manager, 
the Grand Ole Opry Star will aide in 
planning national expansion as well as 
promoting existing businesses. 

Dianne Cherry had double honors 
of inking her name to contracts recently. 
She signed for recording with Stargem 
Records and with the Smiley Wilson 
Agency for all future bookings. Dianne 


had no more than let the ink on her con-: 


tract dry than the label had a new single, 
“Busy” released on her. 

At the Lavender Agency, booking 
agreements were finalized with the 
Burrito Brothers, Leon Russell and 
Fabian’s Good Ole Rock and Roll 
Show. 

David Frizzell and Shelly West 
have signed booking contracts with 
ICM. 

The William Morris Agency 
signed Vern Gosdin, Eddy Raven, 
Craig Dillingham, Gail Davies and 
Kieran Kane for bookings. As did 
Buddy Lee Attractions on Freddy 
Hart and The Tennessee Valley 
Boys. Bandana moved over to Head- 
line International and Tessier Talent 

inked Dan Knight and The Knight 
Driders. 

Jimmy Lee Huff has signed with 
AMI Records for another release. 
Forthcoming single is ‘‘Ball and Chain’”’ 
produced by ace producer Jack Eu- 
banks. 

Banjo stylist Buck Trent has signed 
a long term performance contract with 
Benny Jaggers, president of Music 
Village USA. Buck will perform 
throughout the year at the complex in 
the 1,700 seat auditorium. 

Bobby G. Rice has signed record- 
ing contract with Gene Kennedy’s 
Door Knob Records. His first single 
for the label is ‘tI Can’t Stop.”’ 

West Texas America Records has 
signed songstress Susan Raye to an 
exclusive contract. Forthcoming single, 
‘Put Another Notch In Your Belt’’ will 
be followed by a Christmas album. 

Norma Jean has signed with Billy 
Deaton Talent for bookings and 
Roma Records for recordings. 


Signing on the Dotted Line....... 


MOVING UP IN THE EXECU- 
TIVE DEPARTMENT: Bonnie Ras- 
mussen and Mark Carter are not head- 
ing up the Press Relations Department 
of Capitol/EMI/Liberty Records in 
Nashville. Both publicists have valuable 
experience in this area and should boost 
the image of their record company a 
thousand percent. 

Diane Haig moves into the assis- 
tant’s slot in publicity for MCA Rec- 
ords in Nashville. She will work with 
Kay Shaw who heads the department. 

Ray Singer has been promoted to 
vice president of the Lavender Agen- 
cy. New addition to the staff also is 
Margaret Bessone as executive assis- 
tant. 

Kathy Foley steps into the head posi- 
tion of the S.O.S. Agency. She recently 
purchased the publicity and secretarial 
company from journalist Vernell 
Hackett. 

Betty Hofer has opened her own 
independent publicity company. She 
works with Ronny Robbins, ICM, 
the Bruce Agency and Christian con- 
temporary artist Amy Grant. 

Linda Rupert has joined the Bruce 
Agency as a talent agent. Formerly with 
Diamond P. Sports, Inc., Linda will be 
producing audio and video reels on all 
professional talent represented by the 
company. 

COMPANIES ON THE MOVE: 
John Conlee Enterprises are now in 
their new offices at 340 B Trinity Lane 
West in Nashville. 

Jim Halsey, president of Churchill 
Records/ Videos Ltd., has announced 
the formation of Churchill Produc- 


‘tions Inc., which will promote live 


entertainment shows. Clint Mitchell 
has been named to head up the division. 
First offering from the company will be 
the Montana State Fair with concerts 
headlined by Willie Nelson and the 
Beach Boys. 


Waylon 


(continued from Page 4) 


directed the program. Producers were 
John Ware and John Goodhue. The 
Waylon Jennings ‘‘Album Flash” was 
produced jointly by RCA Video Pro- 
ductions, Inc., and Seabright Produc- 
tions. Executive Producers were John 
Oldman, James Aubrey and RCA Video 
Productions. 

Thomas G. Kuhn, President of RCA 
Video Productions, said, ‘‘We’re glad 
we had the opportunity to work with 
one of RCA’s foremost country artists 
to create an ‘Album Flash’ with a strong 


personal touch. Waylon reveals himself 


in the program to an extent that few fans 
have seen before.’’ 


Betty Bitterman, Vice President of 


Variety Programming for Home Box 
Office/Cinemax, said, ‘‘We are very 
pleased to add Waylon Jennings to the 
‘Album Flash’ roster. The series’ unique 
format, which personalizes the artist as 
well as his approach to music, was fully 
realized with the Waylon Jennings 
show.’’# 
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...One of the IFCO New Faces Highlights 


International Fan Club 
Organization Spotlight 


By: Loudilla, Loretta and Kay 
Johnson 
IFCO Co-Presidents 


T. G. Sheppard and his entire road 
crew have turned out to be more than 
just baseball enthusiasts. 

Challenged by a Kansas City radio 
station to a game with its personnel, the 
troupe has been trying to get in shape. 
Donnie Maloney got hit in the leg and 
required almost a dozen stitches to close 
the wound, Phil Quinn was out with a 
bruised leg, Doug Hauseman also sus- 
tained a bruised leg when he was hit dur- 
ing practice, R.J. twisted his ankle 
during a concert when a fan was getting 
too close to the flashpots on stage and 
joined the injured reserves. 

T.G. played it safe and stuck to coach- 
ing. Guess they will never attract scouts 
from The Nashville Sounds but, 
hopefully, they’ll all stay stage-fit for the 
concert dates on their busy agenda. 

Loretta Lynn’s Coal Miners are 
also among the baseball recruits this 


summer, having been challenged to a | 


game by employees of Harrah’s Casino 
and Hotel during their two-weeks stand 
there recently. Although the Coal 
Miners scored five runs in the first inn- 
ing, they still lost the game. 

Ronnie McDowell has been pro- 
claimed an Honorary Tar Heel by 
Governor of the state of North Carolina. 
For those of you who are not already 
members of Ronnie’s fan club, Glenna 
Thomas handles presidential duties 
from P.O. Box 43012, Atlanta, GA., 
30336. 

Dennis Weaver is proud-as-can-be 
about the expected arrival of his first 
grandchild. Son Robby and his wife 
Lynn will be the proud parents. An- 
other Weaver son, Rusty got married in 
September. Third son, Rick is co- 
producer of the top-rated MAGNUM, 
P.I. series on CBS television. 

In case you weren’t aware, Cassie 
Seaver is once again heading the fan 
club for her sister, Dolly Parton, from 
P.O. Box 1976, Nolensville, TN., 37135. 
Tresa Hall-Davis handles chores for 
the Carl Perkins Fan Club from Casey 
Jones Village, Jackson, TN., 38301. 


Debbie Peters has re-vamped her fan 
club with a new president and address 
now in effect. Jackie Peters is in charge 
900 Old Hickory Blvd., Brentwood, 
TN., 37027. 

Congratulations to Jean Osborn, 
who is celebrating her 25th Anniversary 
as president for Jim & Jesse’s Fan Club. 
You can reach her at 404 Shoreline 
Drive, Tallahassee, FL., 32301. By the 
way, that Bluegrass twosome is also 
celebrating their 20th year as members 
of the Grand Ole Opry. 

And if we might be allowed the op- 
portunity to toot our own horn just a 
bit, we are now celebrating our 21st year 
as Co-Presidents for the Loretta Lynn 
Fan Club. 

All you Tom Jones boosters, take 
note that TomGirls (‘tho guys are just 
as welcome!) is a fine supportive organi- 
zation for the Welch-born performer 
and is helmed by Terry Harmon, 6013 
Cedar, Rowlett, TX., 75088. 

Janice Downs has taken over as 
president for Razzy Bailey’s fan club 
and you can reach her at Box 2196, 
Hendersonville, TN., 37075. 

Didja’ know...Burt Reynolds joins 
Buddy Killen in ownership of PO’ 
Folks Restaurant franchising? An- 
other one of those famous Po’ Folks is 
none other than Bill Anderson. 

Johnny Western has completed 
recording a new 20-song TV album, to 
be released by Labor Day, coast-to- 
coast. The project was done at Jack 
Clement’s Studio in Nashville and 
includes such tracks as ‘Riders In The 
Sky,” ‘High Noon,”’ and ‘‘Rawhide.” 

Deeanna Anderson Wall is head- 
ing-up the John Anderson Fan Club 
and you can reach her at P.O. Box 1679, 
Hendersonville, TN., 37075. The 
Bellamy Brothers’ president is Patty 
Cooper, P.O. Box 801, San Antonio, 
FL., 33576. Busy Boxcar Willie has 


_ Jean Bryant at the wheel, Rt. 1, Box 


93, Lexington, GA., 30648. 

With GREMLINS racking up box 
office sales across the country, Hoyt 
Axton is being highly acclaimed for his 
acting abilities. ‘Course this is not 


(continued a Page 13) 





Writers In Disguise: 


Pinkard & Bowden 


Whether you mean funny ‘ha ha’ or 
funny ‘weird’, there’s no question that 
Pinkard & Bowden are two very funny 
GUYS. 

Since the duo formed a little over a 
year ago, they’ve been eliciting laughter 
and stares in equal measure, with an act 


that features some of the sharpest coun- ~ 


try comedy songwriting since the birth 
of string ties and overalls. 

Now they’ve gotten their “un-natu- 
ral’? act together for a debut album on 
Warner Bros. Records. 

“Writers In Disguise’ is produced by 
Jim Ed Norman and features, for reasons 
not altogether clear, three songs about 
dogs (“Delta Dawg,”’ “Mail Order 
Dog,’* and “Arkansas Dog’’), a song 


ft 


about a cat and a bird (‘“‘Catbird Song’’) ~ 


a tune about seafood (‘I Lobster But | 
Never Flounder’’) an ode to senior citi- 
zens (‘Blue Hairs Driving In My Lane’’) 
and a fitting tribute to Sandy Pinkard 
and Richard Bowden’s own musical tal- 
ents (‘‘Somebody’s Done Somebody’s 
Song Wrong’’). 


From the hilarious to the downright: 


bizarre, ‘‘Writers In Disguise’’ takes 
country humor out of the laughing 
academy and puts it right where it be- 
longs -- spinning around on your turn- 
table. 

If you’re thinking that such a skew- 
ered collection of tunes could only be 
the product of seriously deranged 
minds, you’re only partiatly right. 


Actually, Sandy Pinkard and Richard 
Bowden are both seriously deranged and 
seriously talented. Hailing from the 
heart of Cajun country in the tiny 
Southern Louisiana hamlet of Gueyden 
Sandy Pinkard began his strange musical 
odyssey in 1970, shortly after leaving 
the Air Force. After a stint in the hippie 
hinterlands of Northern California, 
where he fell in with Ramblin’ Jack 
Elliot and a band called Cat Mother And 
The All Night News Boys, Sandy headed 
to Arkansas to write country music, 
periodically hitchhiking to Nashville to 
try, without luck, to peddle his tunes. 

He was seen variously in Texas and 
Los Angeles before giving up music asa 
career in 1973 and throwingall his work 
over a cliff. He joined the Cowtown 
Rodeo in Ft. Worth where he met singer 
John Anderson. After hearing a few 
tunes dredged from the bottom of the 
cliff, Anderson encouraged Pinkard to 
continue writing and even took him on 
the road as an opening act. After a winter 
tour with Anderson in 1975, Pinkard 
returned to Los Angeles, working as a 
staff writer for a major publishing com- 
pany. 

In less than a year, Pinkard had pen- 
ned a huge hit for Mel Tillis called ‘Coca 
Cola Cowboy,” written songs for a 
number of Clint Eastwood epics and 
lyrics for tunes that ended upas ‘B’ sides 


(continued on Page 18) 
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Pinkard & Bowden 
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LF A SUPERSTAR 


on stage under the spotlight performing your smash hit, 
for thousands of screaming fans. 

THE RECORD GAME PUTS YOU THERE! 
With the very first roll of the die you’ll travel 
in the fast lane behind the scenes of the 
music industry, recording 
hit records and cutting 

big deals with the 

starmakers. 
THE RECORD GAME. 

The Board Game of the Music 
Industry. Order your own gold copy 









PLAY 


§ Please send me 
z Total amount enclosed (check/money order) 


“of the newest ‘hit’ from Nashville, today! 


= i hfthtUT Te 
Record Game(s) @ 44.95 (price includes postage & handling) Tennessee residents add 734% tax. 


Charge to my MASTERCARD_____—s—séVISA 
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MAIL TO: COUNTRY MUSIC ENQUIRER 1300 Division St. Suite 205 Nashville, TN 37203 
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FAMILY 


PRODUCTION & PROMOTION 
°°A Friend To The New Artist’’ 





Judd Records: ceminiid quality records for 25 
years. Past hits include original recordings of: 


“Whole Lotta’ Shakin’ Goin’ On” 
“See You Later Alligator” 
“One Monkey Don’t Stop No Show” 


PollyFox 24 Track Recording Studio 

Print Promotion handled by the 
nationally distributed 

as hetero Country Music Inquirer 


& 
All our r eone are mastered at 





Nashville 








by Randy Kling, Pro % Borie @ News’ 1984 soe Mastering 
Engineer of the Year! 


2 
All Records are Pressed by 
Southern American Record Pressing Inc. 


Watanna Pohlichine Co. 


Grace Hall Talent Agency: 


Exclusive booking agent for JUDD Records. 


FAMILY Production and Promotion guarantees quality from start to finish on all of your 
production and promotion needs. For more information call James Satterwhite at 615/383-7514 or 
write to: FAMILY Production and Promotion c/o James Satterwhite, 1300 Division St., 
Suite 205, Nashville, TN 37203 


Jam 


(continued from Page 4) 


“Volunteer Jam began as a small 
homecoming concert for The CDB ina 
2,000 seat hall,’’ Sullivan said. ‘‘By the 
second year, it had grown into a 10,000 
seat building and from then on,10,000 
seats just hasn’t been enough. It has been 
suggested, on numerous occasions, to 
move to a larger facility, but there just 
isn’t a building large enough in this 
area.”’ 

‘Historically,’ he said, ‘Volunteer 
Jam has sold out in advance with only 
about 30 percent of tickets available to 
fans from outside Middle Tennessee. It 
is the fans, of course, who make this 
event what it is...one of a kind. Now, 
through ConcerT View, we’re able to 
give all CDB fans everywhere a chance to 
be a part of Volunteer Jam. Through 
Voice of America this year, Volunteer 
Jam became an international audio 
‘happening’. Now, it will be both an 
audio and a video red letter day in the 
1985 calendar of musical events.” 

‘We want the audience to party along 
with us,’’ Heeney said. ‘‘When The CDB 
closes the show with ‘Tennessee Waltz’, 
we want the viewers to be as tired and 
happy as the thousands of people in 
Municipal Auditorium.” 

Among previous guests at Volunteer 
Jam are James Brown, Willie Nelson, 
Larry Gatlin, Ted Nugent, Billy Joel, 
Eugene Fodor, Leon Russell, the Oak 


Ridge Boys, Even Stevens, George 
Thorogood and the Destroyers, Stevie 
Ray Vaughn, Rodney Crowell, Emmy- 
lou Harris, Peter Rowan, Roy Acuff, 
The Dirt Band, Boxcar Willie, Louise 
Mandrell, the Jordanaires, Carl Perkins, 
Exile, Tammy Wynette, the Marshall 
Tucker Band, the Allman Brothers 
Band, Ronnie Milsap, Amy Grant, 
Bobby Jones and the New Life Singers, 
the Jump ‘n’ the Saddle Band, the 
BC&M gospel choir, Papa John Creach, 
Quarterflash, Dobie Gray, Rufus 
Thomas and Woody Herman. 

In previous years, Volunteer Jam has 
been the subject of numerous live and 


taped radio broadcasts, including syn- 


dication specials for King Biscuit and 
the international live broadcast over the 
Voice of America. 

It has been the subject of a film docu- 
mentary and has been taped for syn- 
dicated television specials. 

The 1984 event was produced for 
television by Dick Clark Productions 
and Sound Seventy Productions, syn- 
dicated by Multimedia Entertainment, 
sponsored by Skoal and Proctor & 
Gamble, and aired in 110 American 


. markets in May and June, 1984. 


Volunteer Jam is also documented 
in several live recordings.@ 


Screamin’ Delta Demon 


(continued from Page 4) 


Opryland’s Demon is one of o:.ly 
three such rides in the world. Similar 
rides, but with themes different from 
the Demon; were opened this year at 
Magic Mountain in California and at 
Great Adventure in New Jersey. 


“No conventional type of ride could 
have worked in this location,” Pierpaoli 
noted. ‘‘The design let us turn a swampy 
liability into an asset.’ 


Starting point for the Demon is a ram- 
shackle Cajun-style loading station. 
From there, six-passenger wheeled 
vehicles are pulled by a chain lift to a 
point more than six stories high. Then, 
gravity takes over for a ride that can hit 
approximately 40 mph. 


The vehicles roar through a chute 12 
feet wide, and passengers lean into each 
twisting turn over the 1700-foot-long 
route. The vehicles are not on a track, 
so no tworides are exactly alike. Toward 
the end, the vehicles enter a hairpin 
curve, pressing the riders into their seats 
as they roar through a tunnel and back 
into the station. 

‘I’ve never been closer to a bobsled 
than watching the winter Olympics on 
TV, but now I think I know what the 
sensation is like,’’ said one rider as he 
departed the Screamin’ Delta Demon. 

By the end of Opryland’s 1984 season 
on Nov. 4, approximately 600,000 
other people will be able to make the 
same observation.g 
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Axton’s first movie role, but it’s not 
every day one has the chance to star in 


a Steven Spielberg box office bonanza. 

Mary Ann Ludolph, now starting 
her seventh year as president of Hoyt’s 
fan club says “It’s been a fun and ex- 
citing six years. | never dreamed the day 
would come when I’d see Hoyt in color- 
ing books, on bubble gum cards, view 
master disks, stickers, etc.., and the 
latest, a character in a satire strip in 
MAD Magazine.’’ Oh yes, and that 
address is 1603 North St. Albans, St 
Paul, MN., 55117. 


Have had several inquiries from those 
attending the IFCO New Country 
Showcase in Nashville, how they might 
contact a group they saw perform that 
evening. The group hails from Cincin- 
nati and is known simply as CHEY- 
ENNE. 


Mary Ann Glass and Vickie 
Vaught are doing a fine job handling 
their fan club from 8359 Woodbine 
Ave., Cincinnati, OH., 45216. 

Another young man who made lots of 
new fans during Fan Fair week is 
Darrell Clanton, whose club president 
is Julie Ann Puckett, P.O. Box 
120112, Nashville, TN., 37212-0112. 

Don’t tell us Jana Jae didn’t know 
how to cope with summertime heat...she 
took a Royal Caribbean Cruise from 


_ Miami, FL. Evelyn Deal is in charge of 


Jana’s fan club, P.O. Box 35726, Tulsa, 
OK., 74153.8 
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MARTY ROBBINS 


No. 1 Cowboy 
Sit back and enjoy a trip to the “West” with the one 
and only No. 1 Cowboy. 
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. MARTY ROBBINS. 
R "0 B BIN 
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EACH 


Available in LP, 
8-Track, or Cassette 


SONGS: EL PASO « EL PASO CITY ¢ THE HANGING TREE ® RED RIVER VALLEY ¢ STREETS OF 
LAREDO e SAN ANGELO « ALL AROUND COWBOY * TUMBLING TUMBLEWEEDS ¢ THE FASTEST 
GUN AROUND * MEET ME TONIGHT IN LAREDO ¢ COOL WATER ¢ STRAWBERRY ROAN ¢ BALLAD 
OF THE ALAMO e BiG IRON * RUNNING GUN « FIVE BROTHERS ¢ THE COWBOY IN THE 


CONTINENTAL SUIT * OLD RED 


* Marty Robbins “No. 1 Cowboy ” Special * 


8-TRACK (J) 


CASSETTE CL) LEP 


Enclosed Amount Of $ 


SHIP TO: NAME 


CITY 


ROY ACUFF 


Kin 
Ride the Wabas 


King Of Country Music. 





Of Country Music 
Cannonball once again with The 


. ROY ACUFF. 


SONGS: GREAT SPECKLED BIRD * WABASH CANNON BALL « TELL MOTHER I'LL BE THERE © WAIT 
FOR THE LIGHT TO SHINE * WRECK ON THE HIGHWAY #1 SAW THE LIGHT ¢ THE PRECIOUS JEWEL 
° THE GREAT SHINING LIGHT « IF | COULD HEAR MY MOTHER PRAY AGAIN © THE GREAT 


JUDGEMENT MORNING ¢ GREAT SPECKLED BIRD (NO. 2 


* LONESOME OLD RIVER BLUES ¢ BE 


HONEST WITH ME ¢« FIREBALL MAIL *¢ TENNESSEE WALTZ * MULESKINNER BLUES ¢ LOW AND 
LONELY * PINS AND NEEDLES ¢ FREIGHT TRAIN BLUES ¢ NIGHT TRAIN TO MEMPHIS 


Available by mail only! No C.O.D.’s Please! 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
LEGENDARY COUNTRY MUSIC STARS - CMI ¢ 1300 DIVISION - SUITE 205 * NASHVILLE, TN 37203 


* Roy Acuff “King Of Country Music” Special x 
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STREET 


STATE 


CASSETTE 


LP 0 
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‘The Wright Brothers 


The Wright Brothers’ sound is the 
same, but the proud owners of some of 
the finest harmonies, tastiest instru- 
mentals, and the most inventive musical 
arrangements to be found look a bit 
different these days. 

Combining a new label, new pro- 
ducers and a new look, The Wright 
Brothers are now at a career peak, after 
more than a dozen years together. 

With the release of “East Street,” 
their debut LP for Mercury/PolyGram, 
producers Jim Dowell and Mike Daniel 
have coupled The Wright’s pure har- 
monies and heartfeld vocal delivery with 
contemporary arrangements to produce 
an appealing array of country hits. 

Their debut. single for the label, 
“Southern Women,’ was a_ good- 
natured country song that bears the dis- 
—tinctive Wright Brothers stamp. Like 
most first-rate musicians, their interests 
and capabilities are broad, and they’ve 
all been captured on their debut LP, with 
such cuts as “So Close,” ‘‘Love’s Slip- 
pin’ Up On Me,” and ‘‘Radio Lover.”’ 
Also captured on their PolyGram debut 
is The Wright Brothers’s new look—a 
casual, relaxed contemporary image, 
replacing their old identical black suits 
and wide-brimmed hats. Today The 
Wrights look like they sound—very 
appealing. 

Leader Tom Wright founded the 
group in 1971 in Indianapolis, Indiana 


ENTERTAINMEN 


Fats 


Festivals 








(which all three members still call 


home). Combining rhythm guitar with 


outstanding vocal ability, Tom also de- 
lights audiences with his rich sense of 
humor that contributes so much to the 
band’s warmth on-stage. Already per- 
forming in the family gospel trio by age 
10, he extended his vocal performances 
to include barbershop quartets and folk 
groups as a teenager. 

Younger brother Timothy Wright is 
the most accomplished instrumentalist 
in the group, playing banjo, pedal steel, 
and guitar. Unlike brother Tom, he first 
resisted the family’s urging to sing and 
instead spent all of his time practicing 
guitar. After performing in a series of 
rock and party bands as a teen, Tim 
became captivated by a highly influen- 
tial country rock band and finally caught 
the country fever. He developed into a 
virtuoso .instrumentalist and naturally 
began blending his voice with Tom’s. 

The group’s third member, bassist/ 
singer John Wesley McDowell III, has 
recently rejoined the group after a stint 
in rock music. John played on two of 
The Wrights’ early independent LP’s (in 
the mid-70s), making his integration 
into the 80s version of the band smooth, 
effortless and most welcome. Officially 
rejoining the group at the beginning of 
1984, John brings with him a new spirit 
allowing The Wrights to expand to new 
horizons. 
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1300 Division, Suite 103 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 256-4325 


Tompall & The 
Glaser Brothers 
Leona Williams 
Wilma Lee Cooper 
Tommy Jennings 


Sonny Flaharty 

Jean Shepard 

Charlie Louvin 

Harold Morrison 
‘ Bonnie Graves 


Lonzo & Oscar 
Osborne Brothers 
Alex Houston 
Robyn Young 


Challengers Po WW allrian Crossover 
Toni Jo McAlester ae tice Tommy Joe Nix 
Festival ~ Gary Thurmond 


Southern Knights Grass Roots Tour 


KINGS 
UNIVERSAL 


Nationwide Promotion 
& Distribution — 
60 Music Square West 
Nashville, Tennessee 





TALENT AGENCY 


One Call Gets Them All! 
Billy Deaton & Faron Young 


“Together” 
for 25 great years! 


1300 Division St., Suite 102 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615/244-4259 


— FAMILY COUNTRY JUNCTION —"”” 
~~ 
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MUSIC ROW 
MFG. CO. 


The Finest Record & Tape 
Production for 16 Years. 
50 Music Square West 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615/242-1427 













ASCAP 


‘IMAGE PR, Lip. 


“It takes people LIKE us, 
to make people LIKE you!” 


P.O. Box 23383 





Nashville, TN 37202 


SPOTLIGHTING COUNTRY 
MUSIC’S BRIGHTEST 


STARS... 


Country music 
ASSOCIATION 


2 


COUNTRY 


TUNE IN MONDAY 
OCTOBER 8, 9:30 PM EDT 
ON CBS Tv 
WHEN OUR SPOTLIGHT SHINES 
ON COUNTRY MUSIC’S 
BRIGHTEST STARS 
DURING THE 
18th ANNUAL 
CMA AWARDS SHOW! 


STEREO RADIO SIMULCAST ON 
MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


8 STUD IG! Nk 
S ‘a 


$25 = Recorsg & 


"You ain't heard nothin’ yet!" 


31 Music Square W. 
Nashville, TN 37203 





(615) 242-1580 


615/832-1101 


Nashville, 


TN 37203 





The Song Shop Inc. 


A Service for Successful 
Song Writers 


50 Music Square West 
United Artist Tower / Suite 506 
Nashville, TN 37203 
615/327-1010 
Toll Free 1-800-645-3189 
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By LaWayne Satterfield 
CMI Editor 


Charley Pride and George Jones call 
him ‘‘The Singer.”’ 

Women, who are the major record 
buyers, call him romantic, mysterious, 
appealing, a macho man that fantasies 
are born of. 

To men who attend his concerts, 
listen to his records or know him per- 
sonally, he is a man’s man who loves to 
hunt, scuba dive, fish and compete in 
sports. They also like his music, because 
he says what they can not always put into 
words. 

To the country music community, he 
is the young lad who will be a superstar. 
To his record label, he is one of their 
most creative and commercial acts. 


To Sam and Matthew, he is simply 
hs (7s Oa 


Pick any category that fits and you 
will have Gary Morris, a man who can 
wear all those titles well. Gary is that 
rare artist, that unique complex fasci- 
nating individual who can reach out and 
touch hidden places in your soul with 
his music. 

He is probably the most admired 
young singer in country music today. He 
knows how to pick songs, crawl inside 
the lyrics and relate musically what lies 
within all of us. He is an exceptionally 
talented singer who has mastered the art 
of breathing life into songs. His music is 
refreshing and stimulating. 

‘“My music is MY life,’’ he states very 
plainly. ‘Music is not a means to an end 
for me, it is THE end. I am a country 
singer. | am not using country to try to 
go pop. | will always be acountry singer. 
Ultimately, I hope that I can be an artist. 

‘‘An artist is a singer who does several 
things well,” he explains. I am going to 
produce one side of my next album. If I 





succeed in being proficient at it, the pub- 
lic will hear it. If not, 1 hope I am wise 
enough to eliminate that part of my 
career and concentrate on singing. 


“You have some fine people who are 
singers. Someone tells them what to 
sing, when to sing and how to sing. Then 
you have an artist...a person who sings, 
understands the business and can do all 
aspects of his recording career, someone 
who really takes a part in all of it. Ricky 
Skaggs is such an artist. I hope to be, 
also,’’ Gary said recently as we sat in the 
conference room of the Nashville offices 
of Warner Brothers Records. 


Gary already has amazing artistic 
control over his records. When one con- 
siders that there are superstars who 
don’t have one-half the control over 
their sessions that he does, it is stagger- 
ing. 

Commenting on this, Gary said, 
"Well, we all have options. Those artists 


Photos by HOPE POWELL 


who do not have it and deserve to have 
it, have the option of not making records 
or going somewhere where they can get 
it. Record companies are not going to 
like me saying that, but it is true.”’ 

‘Life is full of options for everyone. I 
hope that I will be wise enough, after 
doing this next project, that if I don’t 
measure up in the production end that I 
will eliminate that as one of the things I 
try to do. I try to keep an open mind 
about material and production. The 
only thing I really want to do is keep 
my artistic integrity when I go in the 
studio and have a good finished product 
when all is said and done. I might find 
that I am not proficient enough to do the 
job, if that is the case, then the world will 
never hear the Gary Morris produced 
side of the album.”’ 

Gary’s philosophy is quite simply to 
make music. Real, emotional and be- 
lieveable music that people can relate to 
in at least one of three ways. 


“Music must make you think, really think’’.....Believes Gary Morris, the writer 


He explains. ‘Il believe that there are 
three real strong elements which will 
make a song a success when you release 
it. It either has to make you think, move 
your heart or move your feet. 

“If it is cerebral, it has to be a song 
that makes you think. Really think. If it 
is emotional, it must move you...make 
you cry, stir the heart. If it makes you 
move your feet, then get up and dance. 
If you do one of those three things, or a 
combination of two, then I think you 
have continued success. 

“If you release a song that does none 
of those three things: doesn’t make you 
want to get up and dance, doesn’t move 
you emotionally or doesn’t make you 
think, then you have a wasted product 
and it’s dead air. | think there area lot of 
records that are a waste of time. They are 
three minute fillers. This is what I am 
trying to avoid.”’ 

It was in September, 1980, that Gary 
Morris released his first Warner Broth- 
ers single, “Sweet Red Wine.” It was 
Cashbox Magazine that proved itself 
prophetic by predicting ‘country music 
will have another hot act.”’ 


With a nearly unbroken succession of 
Top Ten singles, two best selling al- 
bums,---each on the charts for more 
than six months---and a brand new LP 
‘Faded Blue,’’ produced by Jim Ed Nor- 
man, Gary has gone a long way, indeed, 
in fulfilling his early promise. Here is an 
artist who is destined for only one place: 
the top. 


Gary’s string of hit records began with 
the smash country rocker, ‘‘Headed For 
A Heartache,”’ followed by ‘Don’t 
Look Back’’ and ‘‘Dreams Die Hard.”’ 
These three songs made Gary Bill- 
board’s New Male Singles Artist of the 
Year of 1982 The hits have continued 
with ‘Velvet Chains,’’ the beautiful 
“The Love She Found In Me,” ‘'The 


“Music must make you move, get up and dance around” .....Emphasizes 
Gary Morris, the entertainer. 








“Music must make you feel, stir your soul’’.....Insists Gary Morris, the singer 


Wind Beneath My Wings,” and “Why 
Lady Why.” This chain of hits has 
established Gary as a most unique coun- 
try artist...not only can he brew up a 
country storm but he can deliver ballads 
with unforgettable style. 

His first album, ‘‘Gary Morris” pro- 
vided country music lovers everywhere 
with the chance to sample the depth and 
freshness of Gary’s formidable musical 
talents, including songwriting. His origi- 
nals include such ballads as ‘'When I 
Close My Eyes,” ‘Dancin’ The Night 
Away,” “Day By Day”’ as well as the 
uptempo ‘‘No Place To Hide.”’ 

His second album, 1983’s ‘Why 
Lady Why”’ featured no less than four 
Top Ten singles: ‘‘Velvet Chains,” “The 
Love She Found In Me,” ‘'The Wind 
Beneath My Wings,”’ and the rollicking 
title cut, a rockin’ Morris original. 

Arriving in Nashville in the spring of 
1980, Gary signed with Warner Broth- 
ers Records with little fanfare, almost 
the same time he signed with Warner 
Brothers Music. 

Since that time there have been high 
and low points for Gary. One low point 


ee ee 


that especially stands out. Despite all the 
acclaim given to him, all the attention 
his music has garnered and the rave 
reviews of the critics, Gary has never had 
a number one record. 

‘*To the public they probably believed 
that ‘‘Wind Beneath My Wings” and 
‘The Love She Found In Me” were 
number one records. They peaked on 
the charts at four and five. A lot of poli- 
tics and other things go into having a 
number one record,”’ he shrugs. 

Highlights have come from pleasing 
the people with his music and his peers. 
Charley Pride and George Jones have 
both publically referred to him as ‘‘'The 
Singer.”’ Jones called Gary on stage one 
evening in a concert to sing “Amazing 
Grace”’ with him. 

‘That was really something for me. It 
was a real highlight,’’ Gary said with a 
smile. Roger Miller was so taken with 
Gary’s interpretation of ‘'Wind Beneath 
My Wings” that he pulled his car to the 
side of the highway just to listen the first 
time he heard it. Then he commented, 
“Why can’t I get songs like that?” 

The song had been around for two 


“I like women. They are different. Equal, but different”’..... Gary is captivated by 
the mysterious charm of women. 
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(continued) 


years and had been recorded by artists — 


like Lee Greenwood, Michael Jackson, 


Sheena Easton, Lou Rawls, but it had — 


never reached the release stage from any 
of them. It was Gary who breathed the 
life into it, Miller knew this when he 
heard Gary sing. 

While compliments from his peers 
are well received, it is the fans who Gary 
wants the ultimate compliments from. 

“I try to direct my music not AT but 
INTO people. I don’t want to be a fun- 
nel for someone else’s thoughts and 
melodies. I try to make the songs go into 
people, sink in and stay there. It’s diffi- 
cult sometimes,”’ he said, carefully mea- 
suring his words. 

During a recent tour of California, a 
woman from Costa Rica came up to 
him. Her command of the English lan- 
guage was not all that astute. She was 
trying to convey her feeling for his mu- 
sic, when she said very eloquently, ‘You 
sing through me, not to me.”’ 

That was the ultimate compliment for 
Gary. 





Gary is a single parent, having been 
married and divorced twice. He has two 
sons, Samuel Alexander, who lives with 
him, and his younger son, Matthew, 
who lives in Denver with Gary’s former 
wife. 

“Sam is 11 going on 30,” smiled 
Gary. ‘‘He is very articulate and has wis- 
dom well beyond his years. I have a gov- 
erness who lives in and takes care of Sam 
when I am on the road. | take him with 
me when school is out and on some 
short trips during the school season. 
Right now he is at camp in Florida where 
he is participating in scuba diving. He is 
one of the youngest certified scuba 
divers in the United States. 

‘T try to spend as much time with him 
as I can. We enjoy physical activities like 
sports, hunting, fishing, scuba diving. 
He has been an adult most of his life 
because I have treated him that way. 

“Sam will probably be like me. He 
won’t have a childhood until he is my 
age like I am having right now. I am 
having a great time being an adult and a 
child,” he said seriously. 

_ Is marriage in the future for Gary? 

*T have been divorced for four years 
now. I don’t know whether I will do it 
again. I suspect if I marry it will be when 
I am past doing what I am now. My 
major committment in my life right 
now, my marriage if you will, is to my 
career.!’ 





“It’s very demanding. There are 
enough ups and downs in your career 
without having to worry about building 
a strong relationship with someone that 
also requires a lot of time. I do believe 
that there will be another marriage in 
my future.”’ 

Gary shifted in his chair, ran his hand 
across his face and then added, “‘I love 
women. I think they are unique crea- 
tures and they perhaps aren’t given the 
credit as human beings that they should 
be. I am also at the same time fairly 
chauvinistic. I am also a man and | try 
to deal with that handily. 

“Tl like women. | like what women are. 
They are not men. They are different. 
They are mysterious and probably never 
to be totally understood by men, but I 
like that. I like the difference in women 
not from a physiological standpoint, but 
in a general sense of the word that 
women are different and should be 
treated differently. Equal, yes. But dif- 
ferently.”’ 

By his own definition, Gary is intense, 
competitive, a fairly balanced person 
who sometimes lets his heart govern his 
mind. Quite extroverted, he works and 
plays hard with deep passion. 

“T try to live each day as though there 
will be no tomorrow. Therefore, I am 
getting a lot out of life. I feel richly 
blessed that I am doing what | want to 
do. Sure, there are a lot of problems, 
heartaches and headaches, but it comes 
with the turf. 1 am comfortable with my- 
self so I can handle it,” admits Gary. 

The driving force though in Gary’s 
life is his music which he freely admits. 

“T don’t look at music the way the 
masses do. To some people it is some- 
thing you drive down the road or wash 
dishes by, or enjoy for relaxation. But 
it’s life to me. Hopefully, that doesn’t 
make me sound tunnel vision or narrow 
in scope. I live through my music and | 
want to make others live through it, 
too,” he intoned. 

Making others live through his music 
is an understatement from all who have 
been touched by his sound, his lyrics, 
his emotional depth and the extraordi- 
narily rich powerful way he projects. He 
succeeds in this area very strongly. 

It is impossible to not be touched by 
his music. It is also impossible not to be 
touched by the man himself once you 
spend hours enjoying his articulate 
manner of expressing his views, feelings 
and thoughts. 

Gary Morris, the singer/songwriter/ 
artist and the person is a man for all 
seasons. He grabs our attention by 
making us think, feel and move our feet 
to the beat of his music. 

He gives through his music. Perhaps, 
that is the ultimate compliment of all. 


(continued from Page 11) 


for such artists as Cher, Brenda Lee and 
Kay Starr. He also had a song recorded 
by Tanya Tucker entitled, ‘Pecos Prom- 
enade,”’ which was used in the sound- 
track for the motion picture, ‘Smokey 
And The Bandit II.”’ 

In addition, he handed over an orig- 
inal tune to a then-unknown duo, 
Frizzell and West. That song was 
‘*You’re The Reason God Made Okla- 


homa,”’ which won several awards and 


turned out to be the career-making song 


for that talented twosome. 

Spirited by the success of ‘“Okla- 
homa,”’ Sandy decided to return to Mu- 
sic City, putting everything he owned 
into his recently-purchased Airstream 
trailer. It was in Nashville he joined for- 
ces with the multi-talented Jim Ed Nor- 
man as a founding staff writer with Jim 
Ed’s music publishing company. It was 
there that Sandy, along with Rory 
Bourke and Charlie Black. wrote 
another smash, ‘‘Blessed Are The Be- 
lievers,’”’ recorded by Anne Murray. 
Having found a successful niche as a 
company man, Sandy continued writ- 
ing, waiting to see what would happen 
next. 

What happened next was the arrival 
of guitarist/vocalist/songwriter, Rich- 
ard Bowden. Born in Linden, Tx., Bow- 
den grew up with future Eagle, Don 
Henley. The two first joined forces in a 
local band named Shiloh, which re- 
cruited none other than Jim Ed Norman 
as their keyboardist. The group came to 
L.A. in 1970 to cut an album produced 
by Kenny Rogers for Amos Records, 
which was owned by Jimmy Bowden 
(who, later, as head of Warner Bros. 
country division, was to sign Pinkard & 
Bowden). 

Suffering from management prob- 
lems, Shiloh’s career came to a screech- 
ing halt forcing Bowden and Henley to 
find work elsewhere. They ended up as 
part of Linda Ronstadt’s band and it was 
there that they hooked up with another 
Eagle-to-be, Glenn Frey and former 
Flying Burrito Brother, Sneaky Pete. 
When producer John Boylan recruited 
Henley and Frey to form the Eagles, 
Bowden continued with Ronstadt, gain- 
ing notoriety as the comic relief portion 
of her show. 

After a few more years with Ronstadt, 
Bowden left to pursue his own career 
and, along with Sneaky Pete, formed the 
troup Lone Star, later known as Cold 
Steel. Unable to land a recording deal 
due to the “great vinyl shortage of '74,” 
the group disbanded. 

Bowden then tourned as lead guitarist 
with Roger McGuinn and Band during 
1975, writing a number of tunes for the 
group before McGuinn left to join 
Dylan’s Rolling Thunder Revue. Bow- 
den then found gainful employment as a 
member of Dan Fogelberg’s aggregate. 
After a year of road work with ‘Forel- 
berg in 1976, Bowden took a year off, 
returning in ‘78 witha brand new group, 
Blue Steel. 


The group cut one critically acclaimed - 


album for Infinity Records titled, ‘‘No 
More Lonely Nights,” featuring the air 
play hit, ‘‘Twist One Up And Burn It 


Down.” They toured as the opening act. 


for the Eagles during the “Long Run 


Pinkard & Bowden ; 


Tour’ of 1980, but when they returned 
home, they found that their record label 
had folded. 

Throughout this rollercoaster career, 
Bowden’s long-time friend Jim Ed Nor- 
man had been urging him to come to 
Nashville to write for Norman’s pub- 
lishing company. At last, Richard agreed 
and soon met Sandy Pinkard at a place 
called Close Quarters, otherwise known 
as Nashville’s Rock ‘n’ Roll Hotel. The 
two began serenading each other with 
material, discovered a vast trove of 
comedy songs and brought each to his 
respective knees with laughter. 

An act was born. 

Pinkard & Bowden went on the road 
almost immediately to test their notion 
that what the world really needed was a 
new country comedy act. They were 
quickly proved correct. With long-time 
friend Robb Strandlund (also a writer 
for Norman’s purblishing company and 
co-author of the Eagles smash, ‘‘Already 
Gone,’’) the boys began tooling around 
in a ‘68 Cadillac limousine hauling 
Sandy’s Airstream trailer which served 
as both motel and restaurant for the 
group. 

The music/stand-up comedy extrava- 
ganza began tickling the gizzards of 
crowds in Washington D.C., Atlanta, 
San Francisco and points in between. A 
few television appearances on The Nash- 
ville Network and Hee Haw helped 
spread the guffaws. Early in ‘83 a 
Pinkard & Bowden demo crossed the 
desk of Jimmy Bowen and the rest is 
hysteria. 

Their first album, ‘‘Writers In Dis- 
guise,’’ not only features the musician- 
ship of Sandy. and Richard but also that 
of top Nashville session players includ- 
ing John Jarvis, Joe Osborne, Lloyd 
Green, Eddy Bayers and the overworked 
“Rugged” Robb Strandlund. 

In addition, the duo somehow man- 
aged to rope in the talents of Anne Mur- 
ray, Dan Fogelberg, Jackson Browne and 
Michael Murphey, as backup artists, 
which just goes to show that some peo- 
ple will do anything for a laugh. 

With “Writers In Disguise,’’ Pinkard 
& Bowden might well start a new tradi- 
tion in side-splitting musical humor. 
Stranger, but certainly not funnier, 
things have happened... 
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THE STATLERS: 
“Atlanta Blue” 

Mercury Records 
Producer: Jerry Kennedy. 


[reused fhe Aity tadenenew Sat: MICHAEL MARTIN MURPHEY 


ler Brothers record because the 
songs, and they were refreshing and . te WEART NEVER ELS 
unique. It isn’t anymore. They 5 
aren’t anymore. Too bad, too sad 
to see a good group become imedi- 
ocre. Best cuts of the LP are the title 
song and “‘Holly*x Wood”’. 





MICHAEL MARTIN 

MURPHEY: 

“The Heart Never Lies” 

Liberty Records 

Producer: Jim Ed Norman. 
This album could be the sleeper of 
the year. “'Disenchanted’’ makes 
this LP worth having, if for no 
other reason. But there are nine 
other reasons, also. Our picks are 
“Will It Be Love By Morning’’, 
"Don’t Count The Rainy Days’’ and 

“The Heart Never Lies’’. 


MEL McDANIEL: 
“Oklahoma Wind” 


Capitol Records 
Producer: Mel McDaniel. 


If you like your country, ‘good ’n’ 
country’, this is an album for you. 
“Mel, the producer”’, pulled out of 
‘““Mel-the-artist’’ some real good 
interpretations and honesty in 
sound. Best selections are ‘I 

Call It Love’’, ''Most Of All, I 
Remember You’’, and ''The Gun- 
fighter’s Song’. 


STEVE WARINER: 

“Midnight Fire” 

RCA Records 

Producers: Norro Wilson & 

Tony Brown. 

Take your pick of the 

songs and you'll find a winner, 

both in contents and style. Steve 

defines a song simply by singing it. 

Selections include the chart- 

toppers “Lonely Women Make Good 

Lovers’, “‘Midnight Fire’, “Why 

Goodbye Why” and ‘Does Your 
Memory Ever Sleep At Night?’’ 


Ny CRYSTAL GAYLE: 





“Cage The Songbird” 

Warner Brothers 

Producer: Jimmy Bowen. 
Cage this LP and enjoy many 
wonderful moments listening to it. 
Truly a masterpiece. Songs in- 
clude the title selection, as well as 
The Sounds Of Goodbye’, ‘'Turning 
Away”, “Victim Or A Fool”’ 


MERLE HAGGARD: 

‘It’s All In The Game” 
Epic Records 

Producer: Ray Baker 
Executive Producer: Merle 
Haggard. | 

Disappointing LP 

because the Hag is one of the 
greatest singers of all time. 

Even the guest appear- 

ances of Janie Fricke and Chet 
Atkins doesn’t save this one from 
going to the ‘“‘seldom play stack’’. 
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ospel Music News 


It’s The Gospel Truth 


By Becky Hughes 


1. keeping with what is now a tradi- 
tion at The National Quartet Conven- 
tion, plans are being finalized for the 
1984 spectacular sports events which 
will be during NQC week, October 1-6, 
in Nashville. | 

A week long activity for all women 
participants will be the Body Light 
Workouts. Led by Kelly Nelon 
Thompson each day during NQC, the 
workouts will feature aerobic exercises 
performed to music from Kelly’s new 
aerobic album. A $10 registration fee is 
required. All participants will receive 
Kelly’s workout album which is entitled 
‘Body Light.”’ 

The 5K run for 1984’s convention 
will be led by veteran runner, Brock 
Speer. There is a $5 entrance fee to the 
event which will be held on Saturday 
morning of the convention. All partici- 
pants will receive a tee-shirt. 

The NQC Celebrity Softball Tourna- 
ment is always a favorite activity of the 
week. This year’s event will be held on 
Friday. The two divisions of competi- 
tion will be the open and be co-ed. In 
the co-ed division, at least four females 
must play at all times. In the open divi- 
sion, this rule does not apply. All players 
must be full-time gospel music industry 
employees or their spouses. Spectators 
to the softball games are welcomed. 

The Marvin Norcross Memorial 
Golf Classic will be a highlight for all 
of the golf lovers in gospel music. This 
tournament has already been closed to 
participants due to such overwhelming 
response. 

For information regarding all of the 
1984 sports events contact NOC head- 
quarters at 615/320-7000. 

Also in conjunction with the National 
Quartet Convention, a special song- 


writer’s symposium is being planned. 


The symposium will take place on 
Friday and Saturday of the convention 
at Nashville’s Hyatt Regency Hotel. 

Shirley Watson, co-ordinator of the 
event, comments, ‘‘'This symposium is 
planned for people who are serious 
about knowing the ins and outs of gospel 
songwriting. We believe it will be a very 
significant time of learning.’’ 

Plans are in the making to feature 
some of gospel music’s top writers as 
panelists and discussion leaders. Among 
the topics to be offered are ‘‘'The Cre- 
ative Process,’’ “The Appeal of Special- 
ty Writing,” and ‘The Nuts and Bolts of 
The Business of Songwriting.”’ 

Anyone interested in developing their 
songwriting gifts and learning more 
about the methods of gospel songwriting 


should plan to be a part of this seminar. 
The cost is $40 and promises to be 
money well spent. For further informa- 
tion, contact 615/320-7000. 

There is still time to secure a booth at 
the National Quartet Convention, 
according to executive director Stephen 
Speer. This year’s demands for display 
space have been so great that the con- 
vention board of directors has agreed to 
make booth space available on the sec- 
ond level of the auditorium. 

Speer explains about the upstairs area. 
‘Even though the space we are now 
offering is on the second floor, it is still 
a good deal. We slash the price in half 
for people who are on the upper level. 
Although the traffic is not as heavy as 
the first floor, we still have positive 
results.” 

A 5’ X 12’ booth, which is standard 
size, is $150. Expansion may be figured 
in four foot increments at $12.50 per 
foot. A booth for this year’s NQC may 
be purchased by calling Speer at 615/ 
320-7000. 

Already receiving impressive atten- 
tion in the Christian marketplace, Amy 
Fletcher, age 12, just completed her 
premiere concert appearance on the 
West Coast. Featured at The Gospel 
Music Association Showcase during the 
Christian Booksellers Convention, Amy 
performed her brand new single release 
“By Invitation Only” from her album 
of the same title, as well as other songs 
from the brand new LoveSong release. 


In addition to the CBA performance, 
Amy sang at The Chrystal Cathedral in 
Garden Grove and Dottie Rambo, 
creator and hostess of Dottie Rambo’s 
Magazine made some quick changes in 
her guest line-up recently after hearing 
Amy Fletcher perform during CBA in 


Anaheim. 
The first television taping for Amy 


included the performance of four songs 
from her latest album as well as a special 
interview time with Dottie. The show 
was filmed on location in Corona, Ca. 

Dottie Rambo’s Magazine features a 
creative magazine format and is aired on 
the Trinity Broadcasting Network which 
is based in Tustin, Ca. 

The Cathedral Quartet celebrated 
their Homecoming in Akron, Ohio. 
Glen Payne, lead singer and manager 
of the Akron based group, said, ‘‘This 
was truly one of the best homecomings 
the Cathedrals have ever celebrated.” 

The annual event draws fans from all 
over the southeastern half of the United 
States. It featured a sit down buffet 
dinner followed, by an evening concert 


- Benson Company Initiates Jingles 


An innovative concept designed to 
promote and foster the realm of South- 
ern Gospel Music has been designed and 
is being implemented by the Benson 
Company, in Nashville, Tn. 

The brainstorm of Wayne Hilton, 
A&R Director of Southern Gospel 
Music for the Benson Company, the 
concept centers around jingles written 
expressively for the purpose of pro- 
moting the overall image of Southern 
Gospel Music. 

The jingles are being marketed to the 
more than 2,000 radio stations across 
the U.S. which program Christian 
music. 

Utilizing the artists who record for the 
Benson Company in their Southern 
Gospel division, the jingles also affords 
the radio listener the opportunity of 
hearing some of the industry’s finest 
singers. Individual station ID’s are in- 


cluded in the jingle package which gives 
the added bonus of renowned artists 
promoting local radio. 

Hilton said the foremost reason for 
the concept was to promote the area of 
Southern Gospel Music as a whole, but 
it also presents the opportunity to intro- 
duce HeartWarming acts to a new 
audience. 

All Southern Gospel Music artists on 
the Benson labels, HeartWarming or 
Lifeline/Benson, will be featured in the 
jingles. The Kingsmen Quartet recently 
completed the jingles for the promotion 
when they were in the studio recording a 
new album. 

Others to be featured include The 
Hemphills, The Hoppers, The Dixie 
Melody Boys, The Easter Brothers, 
Squire Parsons and Redeemed, The 
Gold City Quartet and The Kingsboys. 





Dottie Rambo talks with Amy Fletcher during the taping of Dottie Rambo’s 


Magazine for Trinity Broadcasting System. 





LoveSong recording artist, Cheryl Prewitt Blackwood, was in Anaheim, recently to 


participate in the Christian Booksellers 


Convention. The former Miss America is 


pictured with Zondervan Sales Representatives Jerry Park and Bob Van Raven- 
swaay in the Zondervan Booth. LoveS ong Records are distributed through The — 


Zondervan Corporation.’ ' 


Benson Radio Coordinator Jan Binkley shows LeBreeska and Joel Hemphill the tee 
shirts given away in promotion of their single while Steve Brock, Benson vice president 
of marketing and sales, looks on. The shirts were given to radio stations who utilized 
an ark trivia quiz, to promote The Hemphills number one record, “It Wasn’t Rainin’ 


When Noah Built The Ark’’. 


The Hemphills 


The Hemphill’s current single “It 
Wasn’t Rainin’ When Noah Built The 
Ark,”’ was introduced through a cre- 
ative ark trivia contest, carrying it to 
number one on Southern Gospel charts. 

The first of its kind in Southern Gos- 
pel radio, ‘‘Ark Trivia’’ was a tremen- 
dous success. 

The promotion was sent out to South- 
ern Gospel stations across the country, 
with more than 60 stations participating 
in the contest. 

Jan Binkley, Broadcast Releations 
coordinator for The Benson Company 
said, ‘Without a doubt, this is one of 
the most responsive radio promotions 
we have held in Southern Gospel. We 
serviced stations with trivia questions 
on Noah and the ark. The response was 
overwhelming.” 

The stations were requested to ask 
their listeners ark trivia and award an 
“It Wasn’t Rainin’,”’ single to the win- 
ners. Several stations reported getting 
more than 500 calls for the promotion, 
which also enhanced request action and 
easily placed it as #1 in radio airplay. 

Radio stations participating will 
receive a Hemphill T-shirt displaying 
the ‘It Wasn’t Rainin’ ’’ design. 





Candy Hemphill 
Appears on TBN 


Impact Records contemporary artist 
Candy Hemphill recently made two 
guest appearances on the Trinity Broad- 
casting Network, introducing songs 
from her new album, ‘‘Heart Of Fire.” 

Candy was the guest of Jim Mc- 
Clellan’s on his ‘Joy’? program. Later, 
the same day, she appeared live with 
Arthur and Sherry Blesset on ‘Praise 
The Lord.”’ 

She introduced the songs, ‘‘Heart Of 
Fire,’’ which is the title cut from the 
LP, and ‘‘Can’t Stop Reachin’,’’ to the 
coast-to-coast audience. She also per- 
formed the tune, ‘SCome With Me.” 

Her appearance marked the first 
occasion that Candy has performed the 
new sound from her LP which has a 
mixture of soft country rock augmented 
with a straight forward message via the 
lyrics of the songs. 

‘Heart Of Fire’? was co-produced by 
Wayne Hilton and Billy Smiley. It has 
just been released.m= 


It’s The Gospel Truth.... 


by the Cathedrals. 

The event was held at the Cathedral of 
Tomorrow, and it has become quite a 
special tradition with Cathedral mem- 
bers and their families. One of the high- 
light’s of this years affair was a gift in 
the form of a love offering to be used 
toward the purchase of a new bus. 

The fine sound of the Cathedral 
Quartet is produced by the joint efforts 
of Glen Payne, George Younce, Mark 
Trammell, Danny Funderburk and 
Roger Bennett. With more than 50 re- 


‘ 


cordings to their credit and 20 years of 
experience, The Cathedral Quartet is 
considered one of the all time greatest 
vocal groups in gospel music. Their 
albums appear on the RiverSong label. 

One of gospel music’s most talented 
individuals, Jeff Easter, recently joined 
the Singing Americans. 

The Mt. Airy, N.C., native is one of 
the most sought after studio musicians 
in the recording business. He has been 
affiliated’ with Granite City Studios 
for several years:M ps.) 6's 554) 
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Gospel Music Briefs 


The Chuck Wagon Gang has a new 
release, ‘I Don’t Believe We Can Make 
It Without You, Lord” on the Copper- 
field label. It is garnering tremendous 
reception across the nation and looks 
like it could be their biggest single to 
date. 

The song, produced by Jack Eubanks, 
is a borderline song which fits as easily 
into country as it does gospel. It is a 


_message song and features a new type of 


arrangement for the renowned gospel 
group. 


On another happy -note, Chuck 


_ Wagon Gang fans will be happy to learn 


that singer Ruth Ellen Yates is now 
out of the hospital and recovery, from 
the CWG auto accident in June, is al- 
most complete. c 

Subbing for her during the summer 
tour were Roy Carter’s daughter, Casey 
Coors, and sister, Anna Gordon 
Davis. 

The Dixie Melody Boys, along with 
the Imperials, Mylon LeFevre and 


the Broken Heart Band, will be 
appearing in concert, October 25 at the 
University of Dayton in Dayton, Ohio. 

The Imperials recently taped a per- 
formance on the contemporary Christ- 
ian Music TV special, ‘‘The Magnificant 
Gospel Music Machine.” 

The show, which was taped at Metro 
Media Studios in Los Angeles, will be 
syndicated on television stations 
throughout the country this fall. 

Amy Grant just completed a suc- 
cessful tour of New Zealand and Aus- 


‘tralia. She had just enough time to rest 


before her first concert performance at 
the Radio City Music Hall in New York. 

Robert Till, president of the Cres- 
cendo Corporation, has revitalized his 
Crescendo Records in Dallas, Tx. 

The new image and look of the label 
was introduced during a concert by 
Christian music artists. Cynthia Claw- 
son, Bob Bailey, Lynn Sutter and the 
duet team of Weston and Davis, on 
the campus of Dallas’ SMU. 





SESAC, a performing rights organization, received its first gold record from the 
Benson Company recently. The award was given in recognition of Dallas Holms and 
Praise *‘Live”’ LP which was certified gold by the RIAA. Each song on the album was 
licensed by SESAC. The album was recorded on the Benson Company’s Impact Rec- 
ords label. Shown, during the presentation are, from left, Phil Johnson, vice president 
of Artist Development/Benson, SESAC’s Jim Black, Dallas Holm and Wayne 
Erickson, executive vice president of the Benson Company. The gold record represents 


sales of more than 500,000 units. 


Anthony Burger Records First 
HeartWarming Album 


Anthony Burger, pianist for The 
Kingsmen Quartet, has just recorded 
his first instrumental album for Heart- 
Warming Records. | 

The album features a compilation 
of the best and most noted songs made 
famous by the Kingsmen, according to 
Wayne Hilton, A&R Director of South- 
ern Gospel Music for the Benson 
Company. 

“We utilized some of the tracks from 
the Kingsmens sessions on Anthony’s 
album which makes it quite unique,” 
said Hilton. “It is interesting to note 
that on some of the songs---which have 
been big hits for the Kingsmen--- 
Anthony played as a backup musician. 
On this album he is being brought to the 


Streets Of Gold,”’ 


forefront and featured on songs he 
helped to make hits.”’ 

An accomplished pianist, Burger 
played his first song, ‘‘The Old Rugged 
Cross”’ at the age of three. Burger, 21, 
joined the Kingsmen five years ago. 


The album, tentatively titled, ‘'The 
Kingsmen Presents Anthony Burger, 
Piano Man,” will include the songs, 
*Excuses,”’ ‘‘Child Child,” ‘Saints Will 
Rise,’ ‘‘When My Feet Touch The 
“Sweet Beaulah 
Land,” ‘I’ve Got A Reservation,” ‘I’m 
Standing On The Solid Rock’ and 
“Shake Hands With A Poor Boy.”’ 

Produced by Wayne Hilton, the LP 
is slated to be released in October. @ ~ 
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Jeff Walker’s “Anniversary Report” Celebrates Anniversary 


Jeff Walker, a former Australian and 
now Nashville resident, and well known 
Australian radio personality Nick Erby 
recently celebrated the second anniver- 
sary of Walker’s ‘Nashville Reports,’’ a 
weekly news segment for the Australian 
national ‘Country Music Jambouree’’ ra- 
dio show. 


Walker’s first report took place on 
April 3rd, 1982 via direct telephone 
hook-up and currently is being heard 


over a total of 53 stations, helping to 
make the "‘Jambouree’’ the most success- 
fully syndicated radio show in Australia 
reaching over 65% of the country’s po- 
tential listening audience. 

According to Walker, who heads his 
own public relations and publicity firm 
in Nashville—Aristo Music Associates, 
Inc.—the reports emphasize news items 
relating to Nashville and the Country 
Music Community. Recently intro- 


duced is a new feature consisting of artist 


profiles. Among the many artist’s ca- 
reers that have been examined in depth 
by Walker are Ricky Skaggs, Lee Green- 
wood, George Strait, Alabama, Atlanta, 
Dan Seals; Exile, and the Judds. 

In addition to the artists profiles and 
the areas of general country music news, 
Walker has also examined the various 
awards shows during the year with pre- 
dicitons and commentary as to major re- 
cipients prior to the events. Special 
events such as Fan Fair, Grand Ole Opry 
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Celebration, Country Movie Premiers, 
etc. are also covered. 

According to Nick Erby, ''The Nash- 
ville Reports have brought .an actuality to 
the information content of the. program 
which is so necessary in today’s competitive 
radio market. Furthermore, they have re- 
ceived considerable acclaim and support 
from my audiences.”’ 

Group Communication Services Pty. 
Limited of Sydney, Australia (Erby’s 
company) acts as producer of the show. 
Grace Gibson Radio Distributors mar- 
ket and promote the show throughout 
Australia. 


Bill Dixon Is 
Aspiring Singer 


A versatile performer new on the Mu- 
sic City scene has hitched his dream to 
the country music tradition and will 
bear watching as he hits the trail few 
have mastered. 

Bill Dixon recently completed his 
first Nashville recording. 

For the songwriter-vocalist-musician 
the session at renown Emerald Studios 
launches a commitment made in early 
boyhood; it is just that his life has criss- 
crossed the American continent before 
finally reaching this wellspring of coun- 
try music he has pursued since he began 
playing the accordian at age seven. 

By the age of 10 he had mastered the 
harmonica and learned to play trumpet, 
guitar, bass and drums. At 13 he wonan 
award for one of the compositions he 
had created to entertain his family and 
friends. He’s been writing songs ever 
since. 

Born Billy Joe Dixon in the small town 
of Pico Revera, Calif., he is the son of an 
Alabama farm worker who migrated 
west and became a contractor. Bill spent 
much of his early life in both states, and 
absorbed the musical heritage of both 
areas. 

Bill is relatively new in the profes- 
sional ranks of music. He has worked 
in various jobs, but music has always 
been a big factor in his life. 

From Alabama’s red clay to the wave- 
washed sands of California's beaches 
Till Dixon has sung and played his way 
to Nashville, to the dreams of his youth. 
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Michael Mijehovich, Sales & Marketing Director; Bob May, Executive Vice Presi- 
dent/Creator of THE RECORD GAME; Roy Sinkovich, President; Dan Carpen- 


ter, Art Director. 


One reason for the game’s expected 
success is due to what its creators are 
calling a “‘back-to-basics” trend in non- 
electronic toy and game entertainment. 

According to Bob May, the game’s 
inventor, ‘‘The phenomenal success of 
Trivial Pursuit established a fact we’ve 
been convinced of for five years; that 
the American consumer is ready to pay 
a higher price for a premium leisure pro- 
duct if the quality is there.’’ 
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The Record Game is the result of Me 


five-year development effort by a three- 
man creative team which includes: Bob 
May, executive vice-president of Record 
Game, Inc.; John Clark, director of 
research and development; and Dan 
Carpenter, art director. 

The game, which has been referred to 
as an “‘ultra’’ boardgame, weighs 4.5 
pounds, contains 318 playing squares, 
198 circumstance cards, 16 million dol- 
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lars of G-notes, agency cards, radio and 
sales tracking sheets, crayons, dice, and 
other playing items; and claims the 
largest one-piece game surface (28 
inches square) in the industry. 

Some added features of the game in- 
clude Dial-A-Square—a Nashville 
phone number players can call for a 
unique “‘square-of-the-day”’ update on 
music business news and trends. In addi- 
tion, the game contains a 33 1/3 RPM 
dramatized recording of the game rules, 
so players can get a quick start on game 
play without reading the rule book cover 
to cover. 

The flipside of the rule record is a 
recording of the ‘Record Game Song,” 
written by Nashville songwriter Michael 
Bird. The Record Game Song utilizes 
four musical styles—pop, country, rock 
‘n’ roll, and jazz—and will be used as a 
promotional tool for radio and televi- 
sion. 

The game is being manufactured in 
Nashville. The manufacturer’s list price 


of the game is $44.95.— 


Brenda Lee 


(continued from Page 3) 


In announcing the award, Allen 
stated, ‘‘This is an award not given every 
year, but only when the Governors feel 
that a person has made a contribution to 
the recording industry that merits recog- 
nition surpassing all other traditional 
awards and honors.”’ Only four persons 
have been honored with the award in the 
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Chapter’s 20 year history. These include 
Wesley Rose, Bill Williams, Roy Acuff 
and Kitty Wells. 

Few artists can claim as many career 
accomplishments as Brenda Lee. She has 
sold over 80 million records worldwide, 
including 12 gold (million-selling) 
singles. Baby-boomers grew up on titles 
such as “I’m Sorry,”’ ‘‘Sweet Nothin’s,” 
and ‘All Alone Am I.” She has more 
double-sided hits than any other woman 
in popular music, and has charted more 
than 60 different titles in practically 
every musical category. 

Brenda has performed in 52 foreign 
countries, including a Royal Command 
Performance for the Queen of England, 
as well as similar concerts for the leaders 
of Mexico and Brazil. Other major for- 
eign highlights include shows at the 
Palladium in London and the historic 
Olympia Theatre in Paris. She is ex- 
tremely popular in Japan and performs 
in that country annually. 

Her television schedule has been just 
as hectic as her concert schedule. Brenda 
has appeared on virtually every major 
television show since the medium came 
into existence, including ‘‘The Tonight 
Show,” “Midnight Special,’ ‘Bob 
Hope Special,’’ “The Merv Griffin 
Show,” ‘The Mike Douglas Show,”’ 
etc., along with country favorites such 
as “Hee Haw”’ and “Barbara Mandrell 
and the Mandrell Sisters.” 

Also serving on the committee organ- 
izing the Governors’ Awards Banquet 


were Jim Black, Kay Shaw, Ted Hacker, 


(continued on Page 30) 
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Songwriters Corner: 


John Jarrard Writes What He Feels 
And Always Keeps A Positive Mind 


By James Satterwhite 


“God put me in the music business to 
teach me patience,” said songwriter 
John Jarrard during an interview with 


CMI. 


Today, seven years after John and his 
wife, Beth, moved to Nashville to be in 
the music industry, he finally has anum- 
ber one record to his credit. The Don 
Williams hit, ‘SNobody But You”’ was 
written by John. He is also currently 
represented in the charts with his Bill 
Medley song, ‘I Still Do.” 

John, who is blind, is currently writ- 
ing for Alabama Band Music and he 
couldn’t be happier about it. 

‘‘Alabama is as genuine as their public 
image,”’ he relates. ‘‘They are great peo- 
ple to work with.” 

John has more than his songs to be 
proud of. He’s recently become a daddy. 
This new addition to the family is named 
Amanda Blyss. / 

“Everybody’s asking, when am | going 
to write a song for her. I tell them that 
it’s already been done better than I’m 
ready to do it right now,’’ he smiles. Of 
course John is referring to the smash hit 
‘‘Amanda,”’ penned by Bob McDill. 

John grew up in Gainesville, Ga. He 
attended the University of Georgia Jour- 
nalism school in Athens and was more 


Nashville than newspaper work. John 
was particularly turned on by the music 
of Kris Kristofferson, Billy Joe Shaffer, 
and Willie Nelson. 

Being blind has certainly not handi- 
capped John’s songwriting career. 

John says, ‘‘Everybody’s got a handi- 
cap of some kind. Mine’s just a little 
more obvious. There are all kinds of 
handicaps. There’s a wife who doesn’t 
want you to be in the music business, or 
a job you just can’t quit to move to 
Nashville. I don’t have to be able to see 
to feel things. My heart isn’t blind. The 
good songs that really touch people 
come from the heart.”’ 

John had written 300 to 400 songs 
before he signed with Alabama Band 
Music. The first people to believe in 
John were Chuck Neese, songplugger for 
Alabama Band Music; Maggie Caven- 
der, executive director of the Nashville 
Songwriter’s Association; and Tom 
Collins, producer of Barbara Mandrell, 
Ronnie Milsap and many others. 

“Tom Collins taught me about dis- 
ciplining myself and the craft of song- 
writing. He also gave me the chance to be 
around great songwriters,’’ John recalls. 

‘Whatever works for you is the rule. 
If you write great songs standing on your 
head or in a trash can or in the deep 
freeze, then that’s the rule for you,’’ he 





“My handicapp is no greater than others, it’s only different’’...Believes hit songwriter, 
John Jarrard. 
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The late Jim Reeves and his dog Cheyenne. They are buried close together in Carthage, 
Tx., Jim’s birthplace. He was killed in a plane crash, July 31, 1964. 


(Editor’s Note: Twenty years ago, 
July 31, 1964, the world lost one of 
its greatest country singers, Gentle- 
man Jim Reeves. The singer and his 
piano player, Dean Manuel were 
killed when their private aircraft 
crashed near Brentwood, Tn. It was 
days before the wreckage and their 
bodies were found. Scoopie Bruce 
Harper, then a newsman at WLAC 
Radio, was a close friend of Reeves. 
He was also one of the first to arrive 
on the scene. Here’s his story.’’) 


By Bruce Harper 
Ti. nation was shocked when the 


word was flashed on television and over 
radio that the single engine Beechcraft 
airplane piloted by Jim Reeves was miss- 
ing and presumed down somewhere. 
Jim had been to Bateville, Ark., to 
look at some property he had antici- 
pated buying. He had made a stop at the 
Dyersburg, Tn., airport to refuel. | 
understand airport authorities informed 


him that he could encounter some incle- 


ment weather before reaching Nashville. 
The sun was shining and the rain was 
pouring that day. It was a most unusual 
day. 

It will always remain a mystery exactly 
what did happen that day. The plane 
plumetted straight down and severed a 
tree limb which went right back in place 
after the plane struck the ground. The 
plane evidently went down about 5:30 
p.m. on Friday afternoon in a desolate 
snake infested forest only about a hun- 
dred yards from the main highway. It 
was in a densely wooded section that 
completely covered the aircraft once 
it hit the ground. 

I was working at the radio station the 
morning it was found. | co-hosted a 
country music show with radio person- 
ality Bob Jennings, in the early morning. 
We received many phony telephone 
ealls from people saying the plane had 
been found, but we checked themall out 
the same for fear it was the real thing. 

A teenage girl called the station and 
said that the aircraft had been found. | 


thought it was another hoax, but when 
[ asked her where she lived, she said 
“Brentwood.” I asked to speak to her 
mother and father and she told me they 
were down at the scene of the plane. 

I felt this was a good lead. | told Bill 
Johnson, another DJ who was working 
the early morning shift, and he agreed 
that it was. I grabbed a tape recorder 
while he got the WLAC station wagon 
used for news. At breakneck speed, we 
rushed to Brentwood. 

On the way, we heart T. Tommy Cut- 
rer, who worked at WSM Radio, on the 
air. He said the plane had been found in 
Brentwood and there were no survivors. 
1 believe he was the first to broadcast 
the news of Jim’s and Manuel’s deaths. 


When we arrived at the scene of the 
accident, I don’t suppose there were 
over 15 people there. The area was sur- 
rounded by a plowed field. We rushed 
up to an eight foot barbwire fence which 
surrounded the area and I tried to climb 
over with the tape recorder. | slipped 
and hurt my finger. After jumping the 
fence, about 10 foot away was an air- 
plane wheel. I just stood there in amaze- 
ment. 

As I turned around, there was the 
single engine Beechcraft embedded into 
the ground. One of the first people | 
recognized was(the late) Doyle Wil 
burn, Hillous Butrum of the Hank Wil- 
liams Drifting Cowboys, Oakie Jones, 
bus driver for Marty Robbins, and Eddy 
Arnold. Eddy had rented a helicopter 
and had crisscrossed the area looking 
for the plane. It was a morbid scene that | 
will never forget. 

Jim began his broadcasting career at 
radio station KGRI in Henderson, Tx., 
which he and good friend Tom Perry- 
man operated together. Late, in the 
1950's, they purchased WMTS AM & 
FM in Murtreesboro, which is located 
about 30 miles from Nashville. lL worked 
there from 1972 until 1977 doing a Big 
Band and News Show. 

Jim began his recording career for 


(continued on Page 28) 






























Save! Save! 


from $15.00 to $25.00 on 
Nashville Tours by driving 
yourself at your own leisure! 
Your whole family can enjoy 
the complete tour! 














Plan your vacation in 
Music City, USA with your 
own narrated drive-it-yourself 
tour. Drive to over 40 homes 


of the stars! (photos encluded) 


$15.95 


includes 
postage 




















Opryland Information 
Attractions 
Restaurant Guide 
Hotels, Motels, Maps, 
Photos, Night Life 
Historic Sights 











VISA - MASTERCARD 
MONEY ORDERS CHECKS 
2 Weeks Delivery 4 Weeks Delivery 


HOMES OF THE STARS TOURS / 1300 Division St. / Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 


ORDER TODAY! Get your tour sent to you before arrival — Don’t miss 
out on the savings — and the Tour of your dreams! 











Name 
Address 
City/State/Zip 
O VISA 


Expires 






O MASTERCARD Number 









Hand made hair apparel delivered to your door. 
Every little & big girl loves hair barrettes. 





OR 






LOOPS: White, Pink, 
Lite Blue, Navy, Peach 
Red, Brite Yellow, Lite 
Yellow, Ivory, Lavender, 


Kelly Green $5.00 
(Sold by the pair) 


RAINBOW: Brite or Pastel Colors $5.00 
(Sold in Singles) 





(Simulated Precious Stones) 


COMBS: Pearls, Crystals, Emeralds, Rubies, Sapphires. Comb available in clear or brown. 
Please specify. (Sold by the Pair) $4.50 


SELECTION QUANTITY 











i ——— 


Orders of 10 or more pair 


avaya Desa ms 00 Bet el TN. Residents add .775% Sales Tax 
Available in Continental USA only. _ TOTAL ENCLOSED 


ities, Ses sts o> fs BAe ee PE fein” - ho A, ee ae 
ADDRESS eae 
e105 eee 

SIGNATURE ____ 













Gy oy a ee ee 








MAIL TO: DB rcspicds Barwelles 


352 Burke Hollow Road, Nolensville, TN 37135 tek NaS 


— * * . - * 








Tes» CeeY > Lie Eh 2 ee ee ticticiede: 


har 


Applications now being accepted for 
individuals and groups to appear on a National 
Television Network weekly program. 
Requirements: 

1. Must Have Original Compositions 

2. Multitrack audio or be willing to complete 
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Tetters Jo 


The Editor 


Dear CMI: 

Please enter my subscription to your 
newspaper as soon as possible. I am very 
pleased with your articles, especially 
News from Nashville, the personal inter- 
views, and the album reviews. 

I had to write this letter and express 
my overwhelming disagreement how- 
ever, with your review of Anne Mur- 
ray’s album “A Little Good News.”’ 
How can you say that Anne deserves 
better material than what is projected on 
this album? I do agree with you when 
you mention songs such as ‘‘That’s Not 
The Way (It’s Supposed To Be)”’ and 
‘Just Another Woman In Love’”’ as pick 
selections. And who can resist the bril- 
liant lyric and vocal persuasion of the 
Charlie Black, Rory Bourke, and Tom- 
my Rocco title hit? However, this album 
has much more to offer. 

“A Little Good News” proves un- 
doubtedly that not only can Ms. Murray 
add her own magic to beautiful ballads, 
but can do equally as well with bouncy 


up-tempo tunes. Her versatility is more 


distinct than ever and each song deserves 
all the recognition it can achieve. With 
"A Little Good News” and “Just An- 
other Woman In Love’’ both reaching 
number one on the charts, why would 
anyone want to look for better material? 
Come on guys...I realize you have a 
right to your own opinion, but let’s give 
Anne some credit! After all...she’s got 

the Grammy! 
Thank You, 


Scott Morris 
Reeders, PA 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: Scott, we said 
nothing about Anne’s singing being 
bad, just the choice of material that 
she was given to record. Perhaps, 
you aren’t aware that song material 
is chosen by the producer...the two 
songs you mentioned are also the 
only ones that have been pulled off 
the album as singles. Doesn’t that 
tell you something? We love Anne 
just as much as you do. She is the 
best interpreter of lyrics in country/ 
pop/mor today.) 


~ Dear CMI: 


I just wanted to let you know that I 
think your magazine is one of the most 
interesting magazines I have ever read. 

I love it and I am going to keep buying 
it. 

I have a niece in Long Beach, Ca. She 
was just here and she was reading your 
magazine. She thought it was great also. 

She wanted to know if you would runa 
story or anything on Scotty Lee Thomas. 
She hears his record all the time in Cali- 
fornia and I hear it around here too. We 
love him. Can you give us any informa- 





tion on his fan club, if he has one? We 

sure would love to see a story on him in 

an up-coming issue. Sure hope you can 
help us. 

Thanks for everything. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Lewis 

Tipp City, Ohio 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: Sorry, but we 
have never heard of him. Perhaps he 
is a regional artist. Maybe some of 
our readers can put us in touch with 
him or he will read this and contact 
us.) 


Dear CMI: 

I read your magazine regularly and 
really enjoy it. 

Someone whom I’d love to see an 
article on is Bandana. 

I saw them on the Warner Bros. show 
during Fan Fair and they are fantastic. 

W ould love to know how to write to 
these guys to know more about them. 
Hope you'll consider an article. 

With such talent, they are bound to 
be the Vocal Group of the Year within 
the near future. 

Thanks for your time. 


A Bandana Fan, 
Kim Webster 
Chattanooga, TN. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: Thanks for 
writing, Kim, we shall endeavor to 
get a good interview with Bandana 
and do a story in a future issue. You 


can write them in care of Warner 
Brothers Records, 1815 Division, 


. Nashville, Tn., 37212.) 


Dear CMI: 

Could you please send me informa- 
tion on how to get Tonya Opry in your 
paper. Tonya is a 7 year old Country & 
Western singer. 


Thank you. 


Sincerely yours, 
Janetta Opry 
Orange, Texas. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: Just send us all 
the information you have on her 
career and if we think it might be 
of interest to our national audience 
of readers, we will consider doinga | 
story on her. Thanks for your inter- 
est in our paper.) 


Dear CMI: 

Here is my check for the subscription 
of Inquirer Magazine. I am looking for- 
ward to receiving my first issue. 

I hope that soon in some of the maga- 
zines will be articles on David Allen Coe 
and Gus Hardin. | am atruly devoted fan 


(continued on Page 28) 
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Jim Reeves 


“Scoopie” Bruce Harper 


Abott Records which was owned by 
Fabor Robinson. When he came to 
Nashville, Chet Atkins signed him to 
RCA Records. He recorded over 50 al- 
bums for them, not to mention the hun- 


dreds of hit singles. His recordings can 
still be heard today on RCA. 


It is a wonder what they can do in the 
studio by splicing tapes together now. 
As you may recall, a recent single featur- 
ing a duet of Jim and the late Patsy Cline 
was released. As you may recall, Patsy 
died in an airplane crash in 1963. By 
splicing their recording together in the 
studio, it sounded just like they were 
there recording the song. 

Jim started out in baseball, but hurt 
his arm and had to give it up. At one time 
he belonged to the St. Louis Cardinals. 
After hurting his arm, he turned to sing- 
ing and radio announcing. He appeared 
on the famous country show KWKH 
out of Shreveport, La., along with Kitty 
Wells, Faron Young and Webb Pierce. 
He got on the show by accident one 
night when an entertainer didn’t show 
up. | 

Horace Loagn, who was the program 





Letters... 


(continued from Page 27) 


of D. A. Coe and hope to see a lot of 
writing about him. 


Sincerely, 
Nancy Chapman 
Covington, GA., 30209 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: We ran a story 
on Gus Hardin in the July issue of 
CMI. We shall put David Allen Coe 
on our list for a future story. Thank 
you for your interest.) 


Dear CMI: 

I’m writing to tell you your magazine 
is great! I enjoy it so much. I read every 
issue. I noticed you also have infor- 
mation on new artists. I wonder if you 
have any on Dianne Cherry? I saw her 
last week in Georgia. She’s Great! 





Jackson, Mel Rogers and Dean Manuel 


column in this issue for the name of 


she has a fan club. Maybe our read- 
ers can help us out.)m 
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director, put Jim on centerstage and that 
was the beginning of a famous career. 
While in Shreveport, Jack Stapp, who 
was in charge of the Grand Ole Opry 
then, heard Jim and asked him to come 
to Nashville. He did and was an instant 
hit. 

med his own band called the Blue Boys. 
The musicians were Buddy Logan, Leo 








and Tommy Hill. He turned out such 
hits as “Bimbo,” ‘Billy Bayou,’ “The 
Blizzard,”’ and his blockbuster hit, ‘‘He’ll 
Have To Go.” 

Jim and his lovely wife, Mary Reeves, 
were married for 17 years. She is now 
married to another fine gentleman, 
Terry Davis. They operate three pub- 
lishing companies and the Jim Reeves 
Museum which has the Cadillac Jim 
toured in as well as the Blue Boys Bus. 

Jim, who also made a movie “Kim- 
berly Jim,” is buried in Carthage, Tx. A 
few yards away his loyal collie, Chey- 
enne is buried. 

I will never forget the day we found 
the plane with Jim’s body in it. It was 
the day we lost a fine man and a great 
country singer. 
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HALL of FAME | 
MOTOR inn ===“ 


BEST WESTERN HALL OF FAME 
242-1631 


1407 Division Street 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 


I’m sure she will add so much to coun- 
try music. If you find anything out will 
you please print it? I would love to find 
out more about her. 

She mentioned she has a record com- 
ing out soon. Also, I’d like to know if 
she has a fan club. She really had a great 
show! 

Thanks so much! I would appreciate 
it about Dianne. 


Live Country & Western Entertainment! 


The BEST "Alice to stay in Nashville! 


SOUND TRACK LOUNGE 


Now Appearing at the Hall Of Fame’s 


Bob Harris Sound Track Lounge 


Atlanta, GA. 


Recording Artist 
PHIL BAUGH 


HAPPY HOUR 4-8 pM. 


(EDITOR’S NOTE: Dianne Cherry 
recently signed with Stargem Rec- 
ords and the Smiley Wilson Agency 
for bookings. You might get more 
information on her from Stargem. 
Write them at 16th Avenue South, 
Nashville, Tn. Also, see the signings 


SPECIAL PACKAGE 
For the Commercial Travler 


her new single. We don’t know if Corporate Rate 
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COUNTRY 


ONG 
ROUNDUP 





Is Getting Bigger 





And Better 
All The Time! 


Don't miss out on your subscription to the all- 
new Country Song Roundup, the most complete 
country music magazine on the market today. 
Country Song Roundup now features: 


*More pages 

*More photos 

*More interviews 

*More words to songs 

*More of everything you enjoyed before 


Country Song Roundupis respected by both the 
fans who read it and the stars who are featured in 
it. It covers the world of country music so com- 
pletely that nothing else even comes close. 

Each month, Country Song Roundup carries 
up-to-date features on the stars who make country 
music come alive. Interviews with people like 
Dolly Parton, Loretta Lynn, Kenny Rogers, Merle 
Haggard, Charley Pride, Dottie West, Alabama, 
Conway Twitty, and more, are packed into each 
issue of Country Song Roundup. 

In addition, Country Song Roundup covers 
reviews of the latest albums and carries candid 
photos that can't be found anyplace else. An added 
bonus is the popular question and answer section 
with country superstar Bill Anderson. : 

After you read through one issue of the new 
Country Song Roundup, you'll see for yourself 
that it’s the best country music magazine that your 
money can buy. 

Don't be left behind when the all-new Country 
Song Roundup hits the newsstands. Order your 
subscription today! 
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COUNTRY SONG ROUNDUP Dept. CMI 
CHARLTON BLDG., DERBY, CONN. 06418 
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Yr OO Interbank No 
. Mastercharge NE=G nie 
SSS | 8 OF, o. Over Name 
Visa Bankamericard Gustomer Phone No qo 
Customer Signature 
Name 
City ee Se Sales Zip 





Gentlemen: Enclosed is Cash O Check O Moneyorder 0 


Canada please add 25'x.-foreign 50‘s. 
0 $9.00 for 6 issues 
0 $1700 for 12 issues 
ONew Subscription (check one) O Renewal 


Please enter my subscription to COUNTRY SONG 
ROUNDUP today. 
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Brenda Lee... 


Buzz Cason, Jerry Bailey, Glen Snoddy, 
Bob Beckham, Owen Bradley, Billy 
Smith, Don Light, Andy Courtney, 
Terry Choate, Robert Oermann, Eliza- 
beth Thiels, Jerry Flowers, Jan Rhees, 
Connie Bradley, Jennifer Bohler, Ray 
Sanderson, Bob and Ann Boatman, Bob 
Tubert, Nancy Apple, Frances Preston 
and Ben Payne. @ 

Advertise now in the New Classified 
Section. of ‘Country Music Inquirer’’! 
Be the first to advertise any concerts, 
festivals, fan clubs or Special services. 

Start your advertising just in time for 
tourist season. Don’t pass up your 
chance! Take advantage of the lowest 
rates around, only 50¢ per word per 
insertion. (10.00) minimum. Mail your 
message along with check or money 
order right away to: 
COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St./ Suite 205 
Nashville, Tennessee 37203 
615/255-6090 


FAN CLUBS 


BENNY WILSON FAN CLUB 
P.O. Box 3915 
Port Arthur, Texas 77642 
(409) 962-2985 


Membership dues are $5.00 annually! 

Fan Club package consists of: 8 x 10 

autographed picture, bio, membership 
card, badge and six newsletters. 
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Get Under The Spell 


Join The 


Louise Mandrell 
Fan Club 


Box 718, Dept CMI, 
Antioch, TN. 37013 





Moving? 


Country Music 

Inquirer would like to 
be notified of your new 
address as least 4¢ weeks in 
advance. If you are plan- 
ning a move, please attach 
your mailing label in the 
space provided. CMI can 
not be responsible for issues not 
delivered to your new address 
unless we are notified in advance! 
We don’t want you to miss a single 









The Ronnie Milsap International 
Fan Club is in operation and in full 
swing. And the best news of all is, 
that the new membership is ABSO- 
LUTELY FREE! With your FREE 
membership to the new RMIFC, 
you will receive a 8 x 10 color pic- 
ture of Ronnie, a membership card, 
current news and information and 
an order form from Ron-Don 
Concessions, Inc. to order your 
favorite Ronnie Milsap souviners. 
We are also offering the new 
“Entertainer”? newsletter 3 times a 
year now, for a subscription fee of 
only $2.00 to cover the cost of pos- 
tage and handling. It is full of all the 
latest on Ronnie, featuring on the 
road highlights, record news, plus 
pictures, pictures and more pic- 
tures! (Please make Entertainer 
subscription checks/money orders 
payable to RMIFC) Write Today, 
and join the millions who are 
stompin’ their feet to a brand 
new beat...of Milsap Music and 
the Ronnie Milsap International 
Fan Club!! 
























RONNIE MILSAP 
INTERNATIONAL FAN CLUB 


application 







Name 
Address 
City 


State 










Zip 
MAIL TO: R.M.F.LC. 


P.O. Box 23109 
Nashville, Tennessee 37202 
Membership 















MY LAST $ SPENT ON THIS 
ADVERTISEMENT! Anything could 
save me. Please help me. P.O. Box 372, 
Pella, [A 50219. 


ACCEPTING SONG MATERIAL for 


Major Artists. Also buying master tapes. 
Emerald Records, 830 Gastonbury Rd., 
Nashville, TN 37217. 


HOW TO SING COUNTRY 

HARMONY. Learn harmony parts by 
ear from 25 country favorites. Two 1- 
hour cassettes. $21.45 ppd. Free catalog 
Workshop Records, Box 495071, 
Austin, TX 78765 (512) 452-8348. 


Dealer inquiries welcome. 


PLACE OLD LABEL HERE 
FROM RECENT ISSUE 





NEW ADDRESS 


INC. 


NASHVILLE AUDIO VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


® Private Client Conference Lounge 

® Modern Production Accomodations, Offices and 
Talent Make up Facilities 

® Complete Screening Facilities 

® Client Showcases on Request 


Production Studio Rental 
Hourly / Daily / Weekly 
1” and 3/4” Facilities - Editing 


Professional and Personable Crew 


EQUIPMENT: Hitachi 1” VTR’s, Grass Valley Switchers, Harrison 
Audio board, Chyron title generator, fully equipped production studio 
AldsMueestelticcults mit ditatet 2 


Nashville Audio Video Productions, Inc. 
609 Merritt Ave. KENNY KIPER, General Manager, 
615-242-1565 Nashville, TN 37203 


\ 

INST RUCTION:. = = 
BEGINNERS COUNTRY FIDDLE 
& GUITAR LESSONS: Now you can 
learn to play country fiddle or guitar. 
Six different courses taught with sheet 
tablature & a 90 minute cassette tape 
with each course. Write now for FREE 
brochure with complete information. 
GLEN WATERS MUSIC LESSONS 
Box 10662, Odessa, TX 79762. 


PLAY STEEL GUITAR: Simplified 
Mini-Course shows how! Tuning and 
Chord charts for Electric, Hawaiian & 
Dobro guitars included. Only $3.00 
postpaid. Guaranteed. Catalog FREE! 
Aloha Publishers, Box 20374-CMI, 
Dallas, Texas 75220-0374. 





PREMIER RECORD 
PROMOTIONS 


Wé£ill promote your record! For information: 
call 615/256-1497 or write: 
P.O. Box 101303, Nashville, TN 
37210-1303 





JUDD RECORDS 


is looking for new talent. 
Past Hits include original recordings of: 
“WHOLE LOTTA SHAKIN’ GOIN’ ON” 
“SEE YOU LATER, ALLIGATOR” 


“ONE MONKEY DON’T STOP NO SHOW” 


Write today for further details. 
JUDD RECORDS 
c/o James Satterwhite 
1300 Division St. / Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 





RECORDS 

RARE imports, Marty Robbins, Patsy 
Montana, Elton Britt, Sons of the Pio- 
neers, Bob Wills, others, free. list, 
Westside Records, Box 157, Jenks, 
Oklahoma 74037 








Accepting Song Material For § | 
Major Artists | 
Also Buying Master Tapes 
Emerald Records 
830 Glastonbury Rd. 
Suite 614 
Nashville, TN. 37217 


YOUR Ad could be here! Write or Call 
THE COUNTRY MUSIC INQUIRER 
1300 Division St., Suite 205 
Nashville, TN 37203 
(615) 255-6090 
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SPECIAL NOTICE 


to that country singer 
that believes there’s room 
at the top. 


MAKE BIG BUCKS 


receive national recognition 
x*kxkknkn 


We have helped others, we can 
help you. The demand for new 
talent is great. Faith the size ofa 
mustard seed (if put to use) can 
move Mts. 


Start your career today. Our firm 
has 35 yrs experience managing 
and booking talent. Compiling 
portfolio’s that will sell you to 
others. Direct record label con- 
tact and booking agencies. (You 
must be seen and heard). May 
we handle your career. All artist 
handled strictly on percentage. 
If you are skeptical, you have a 
right to be. If you have tried 
before and failed, then try us. 
When writing please send a 


| issue of Country Music Inquirer! self addressed stamped enve- 
lope for reply. Better yet, give us 
a Call. 
UNIVERSAL TALENT AGENCY 
PO. Box 17033, Nashville, Tenn. 37217 
615-361-7632/883-5349 
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MAIL TO: 
Country Music Inquirer 
1300 Division St. 


ORDER Ray Sanders latest single— 
cope Eat *Youw’re Gonna Break Your ee 
eke: « Heart”’ written by Roy Ownbey. Sen 
Died acai lee $2.00 to: Ray Sanders, 2121 Newcastle 
/ #8, Cardiff, CA 92007 








Phone __ 





NEW FROM BEAR FAMILY! BFX 
15127 JOHNNY CASH: Bitter Tears - 
reissue of rare CBS LP plus two songs - 
all his Indian songs on one LP! and BFX 
151146 MARTY ROBBINS: In The 
Wild West - first in a series of albums 
reissuing all of his gunfighter songs - this 
one has 16 recordings, two of them 
never issued before. Each album is 
$9.98 (plus $2 shipping for up to 5 
records) from DOWN HOME MUSIC 
/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., El 
Cerrito, California 94530. 





MERLE TRAVIS - Finally back in print: 
‘Walkin’ the Strings,’ Capitol album 
from 1960 - fine fingerpicking by guitar 
genius - order Pathe 155 0801 for $8.50 
plus $2 shipping from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo, Ave., 
El Cerrito, California 94530. 


ROY Hall sings Hank Williams on 8 
Track Tapes. Available for $8.00. Send 
orders to: ROY SINGS HANK, 1300 
Division St., Suite 205, 
Nashville, TN 37203 


SPEEDY WEST & JIMMY BRYANT - 
Legendary album ‘‘2 Guitars Country 
Style’’ finally reissued - 12 great instru- 
mentals! Order Pathe 155 0831 for 
$8.50 plus $2 shipping from DOWN 
HOME MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito, California 94530. 


GEORGE JONES — 20 great United 
Artists recordings made 1962-1966 — 
several excellent duets with Melba 
Montgomery on this bargain import - 
order Liberty (U.K.) 26 0042-1 ‘'The 
King Of Country Music” for $7.98 plus 
$2 shipping from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., 
EI] Cerrito, California 94530. 


BOB WILLS & HIS TEXAS PLAY- 
BOYS — Long awaited second album of 
reissues from the Tiffany Transcriptions 
made in the 1940’s - 14 of Bob’s best 
known songs and tunes. Order Kaleido- 
scope F-19 ‘Best Of The Tiffanys”’ for 
$7.98 plus $2 shipping from DOWN 
HOME MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo 
Ave., El Cerrito, California 94530. 


Talking Bible Company presents... 
The World’s Best Selling Book 


“Bible. 


CASSETTE TAPE 


Send Check or 


Money Order 
1300 Division St. 


Suite 105 615-255-6090 
Nashville, TN 37203 615-255-6092 


50-80% Off 
Regular Prices 
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RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (Adjustable to fit any size hat} 
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RATTLESNAKE HATBANDS (With head and open mouth fangs showing, adjustable) 


$39,95 


New Testament 


$79.95 


Old Testament 


Five Popular Translations to choose from 


¢ KING JAMES VERSION ¢ NEW AMERICAN 


STANDARD ¢ NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION « LIVING BIBLE VERSION 
e REVISED STANDARD VERSION 





FIRST TIME 


WHOLESALE PRICES 
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RATTLESNAKE SKINS TANNED — Soft and pliable. 


Smallt2*% —37-Ht 
Medium 3 4. ft 


Add $2.50 for shipping and handling Texas Residents add 5% sales tax Dallas area residents add 6% sales tax 


MasterCard 











‘TEXAS RATTLESNAKE CO.’ 


Farmers Branch, TX 75381-5747 
Phone (214)243-0046 
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Call or Write 


MAVERICK TRADING POST CO. 


Home of 


P.O. Box 815747 
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HANK WILLIAMS COLLECTORS 
will want to get this superb 11 LP box 
set from Japan: all his MGM recordings 
plus rare Grand Ole Opry recordings. 
Superb pressings and sound. $110, plus 
$4 shipping, from DOWN HOME 
MUSIC/CMI, 10341 San Pablo Ave., 
El Cerrito, California 94530. 


MOST COMPLETE CATALOG OF 
COUNTRY LP’S IN THE WORLD — 
1983/84 Country Music Catalog from 
Down Home Music - 80 pages - infor- 
mation on almost 2000 albums, with 
artists’ biographies, annotated album 
listings, rare photos - includes country/ 
western, western swing, cowboy music, 
some bluegrass and old-timey — $3 
from DOWN HOME MUSIC/CMI, 
10341 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, 
California 94530. 





SONGS 


WILLIE Nelson Songwriters Urgently 
Need Your Songs & Poems. Possible 
$20,000 In Cash — Send Songs Now 
To: Music City Co-Writers, 
Box 101066, Nashville, TN 37210 
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YOUR Song Deserves To Be Heard. We 
can make it real! Ready for market 
recording of your song the way you want 
to hear it. Contact: Ghost Writer, 
Box 4696, Annapolis, MD., 21403. 





FOR SALE 


R.V. OWNERS: Thousand Trails 
Charter Membership which entitles 
Owners to use all present and future 
preserves. Selling price $4,000. $2,500. 
elow market price. 
Call (509) 884-7034 or write: 
HOWARD SHEAFFER, 510 15th St., 
N.£ / 5. Wenatchee, WA 98801. _ 





For the BEST in Recording.. 


50-80% Off 
Regular Prices 


WRITE OR CALL 
FOR INFORMATION 


$39 95 
39 95 
12.50 





615-256-3726 





‘Our ONLY Business is Music" 


Sng 
ART THOMAS | 
RECORD PROMOTIONS 


P.O. Box 17304 
NASHVILLE, TN 37217 
(615) 646-1076 


Mr. Mort Enterprises, Inc. 





1995 - 
2495 


15 00 
25 00 


Albums and Cassettes from your master. 
Top quality, low prices, fast service. 
Also 45 RPM records pressed and mailed from 


Nashville, on our label or yours. We guarantee 
our work with 12 years in the business. 
CALL 615-255-2175 or write to MR. MORT 
Enterprises, 44 Music Sq. East, 


Nashville, TN 37203 





From Nashville — Music City, USA 
COUNTRY MUSIC _— 





THE 


Featuring: STOW 
Ernest Tubb 

The Texas Troubadours 
Willie Nelson ge Shick Wooley 


Expand your video 
cassette library with 
this rare collection of 


Full Length Motion Picture Featuring: 


Cal Samick | - Hillous Butrum your Favorite Country 
Jack Greene Lonzo & Oscar ° ; 
Jeannie Seely Music Stars early in 


their careers. 


Court ~ 








THE BEST OF : Order your Country 
-\ = a e 2 
ALOU  - BIROADWAY Music Nostalgia 

Featuring 9 Great Songs Including: Pall eee Motion Picture With: Today! 

eorge Jones é 

Crazy Hank Williams, Hank Williams, Jr., Please specify BETA or VHS 

Born To Lose Hank’s wife Miss Audrey 

Hello Walls Hank Snow ; 

Ferlin Huskey @ ly 


Music City U.S.A. 


Full Length Motion Picture Featuring: & | ELLS “fe 95 


Loretta Lynn sie aa = iss ict : 
Wilburn Brothers | JOHNNY 








Jean Shepard RIGHT Mission Records will pay all postage 
Osborne Brothers FAMILY SHOW and handling. 
Webb Pierce With Johnny & Jack Dealer inquiries invited. 


Charlie Louvin Bobby Wright You can charge your order to VISA 
Jimmy C. Newman Bill Phillips or MASTERCARD. 


Dave Dudley Tennessee Mountain Boys 





We Supply Custom Records & Tapes 
Call Our TOLL FREE Number for a 


Personalized Quotation 
on Your 45’s, Albums or Cassettes. 


1(800)251-3464 
- | _- Ofissi 


RECORDS, 





INC. 





44 Music Square East / Nashville, TN 37203 / (615) 256-4951 / TOLL FREE 1-800-251-3464 





